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History
1. Discuss the contemporary relevance of Ashoka’s 

Dhamma in the context of India’s pluralistic society. (150 
words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer with history of Ashoka’s 

Dhamma
z	Discuss the Contemporary Relevance of Ashoka’s 

Dhamma in India’s Pluralistic Society
z	Conclude suitably. 

Introduction: 

Ashoka’s Dhamma  refers to the moral and ethical code 
that Emperor Ashoka of the Mauryan Empire propagated 
during his reign in the 3rd century BCE. After the devastating 
Kalinga War, Ashoka embraced Buddhism and sought to 
promote values such as non-violence (ahimsa), compassion, 
tolerance, and social welfare throughout his empire.

z	It remains relevant in modern India’s diverse society by 
offering timeless principles for addressing issues like 
religious tolerance, social inequality, and ethical 
governance. 

Body: 

Contemporary Relevance of Ashoka’s Dhamma in India’s 
Pluralistic Society:

z	Non-violence and Conflict Resolution: The principle of 
non-violence (ahimsa) in Dhamma is highly relevant in 
addressing various conflicts in modern India, from 
communal tensions to regional disputes.
�	Example: The use of dialogue and peaceful 

negotiations in resolving interstate water disputes, 
such as the Cauvery water issue between 
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu, embodies this 
principle.

z	Social Welfare and Inclusive Development: Ashoka’s 
focus on public welfare resonates with India’s 
developmental goals. 
�	The emphasis on building public infrastructure 

and caring for the marginalized sections of society 
is reflected in various government initiatives.

�	Example: The Ayushman Bharat scheme, which 
aims to provide healthcare to underprivileged 

sections of society, mirrors Ashoka’s concern for 
public well-being.

z	Environmental protection: Ashoka’s edicts mention 
the protection of animals and plants, which is 
particularly relevant in the face of current environmental 
challenges.

�	Example: India’s commitment to increasing forest 
cover and protecting biodiversity, as seen in 
projects like Project Tiger, aligns with this aspect 
of Dhamma.

z	Religious Tolerance and Secularism: Ashoka’s emphasis 
on respect for all faiths aligns with India’s secular ethos. 

�	In today’s India, where religious tensions 
occasionally flare up, the principles of Dhamma 
can serve as a guideline for promoting interfaith 
harmony.

�	Example: The Interfaith Dialogue initiatives 
organized by various NGOs and government 
bodies across India reflect the spirit of Ashoka’s 
religious tolerance.

z	Ethical Governance: The principles of Dhamma 
emphasize just and moral governance, which is crucial 
for modern India’s democratic system.

�	Example: The Right to Information Act, 2005, 
which promotes transparency in governance, 
reflects the ethical administration advocated by 
Ashoka.

z	Cultural Diplomacy: Ashoka’s approach to spreading 
Dhamma through peaceful means can inspire India’s 
soft power diplomacy.

�	Example: India’s global promotion of yoga and 
Ayurveda as part of its cultural outreach echoes 
Ashoka’s method of peaceful propagation of 
ideas.

Conclusion: 

Ashoka’s Dhamma continues to be relevant in modern 
India’s pluralistic society by providing a framework for 
religious tolerance, ethical governance, social welfare, and 
peaceful coexistence. Its principles align well with India’s 
constitutional values and can serve as a guide in addressing 
contemporary challenges in maintaining unity in diversity.

GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-1
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Geography
2. Discuss the causes of Glacial Lake Outburst Floods 

(GLOFs) in the Himalayas. What measures can be taken 
to mitigate the risks associated with GLOFs? (250 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by defining the GLOFs
z	Give causes of GLOFs in the Himalayas
z	Highlight the Mitigation Measures
z	Conclude positively. 

Introduction:
Glacial Lake Outburst Floods (GLOFs) occur when a 

glacial lake suddenly releases a massive volume of water, 
often due to the failure of a natural dam or other containing 
structure. 
z	These events can unleash destructive floods, carrying 

enormous amounts of water, sediment, and debris 
downstream at high speeds. 

z	In recent years, the frequency and intensity of GLOFs in 
the Himalayas have increased, primarily due to climate 
change and its cascading effects on the fragile mountain 
ecosystem. 

Body: 
Causes of GLOFs in the Himalayas:
z	Climate Change and Global Warming: Climate change 

is accelerating glacial melting in the Himalayas, leading 
to the rapid formation and expansion of glacial lakes. 
�	Rising temperatures or erratic rainfalls cause ice 

to melt at unprecedented rates, increasing the 
volume of water in these lakes.

�	A prime example is the 2013 Uttarakhand Floods. 
z	Cloudburst:  Intense rainfall events, often referred to 

as cloudbursts, can rapidly increase water levels in 
glacial lakes, leading to instability and potential 
breaches in the moraine dams. 
�	A prime example is the June 2023 GLOF in North 

Sikkim.
z	Seismic Activity: The Himalayan region’s high seismic 

activity poses a constant threat to glacial lake stability. 
�	Earthquakes can damage natural dams, trigger 

landslides into lakes, or cause sudden shifts in 
glacial structures. 

�	The 2015 Nepal earthquake, for instance, caused 
significant changes in numerous glacial lakes 
across the region, substantially increasing GLOF 
risks in its aftermath.

z	Avalanches and Landslides: Mountainous terrain 
makes the Himalayas prone to avalanches and 
landslides, which can have catastrophic effects on 
glacial lakes.
�	These events can cause sudden water 

displacement or breach containment structures. 
�	A tragic example occurred in 2021 Uttarakhand’s 

Chamoli district, where a landslide triggered a 
devastating GLOF.

z	Weak Moraine Dams: Many Himalayan glacial lakes 
are contained by natural moraine dams, formed from 
loose glacial debris. 
�	These structures are often inherently weak and 

prone to failure, especially when subjected to 
additional stressors. 

�	The 1985 Dig Tsho GLOF in Nepal serves as a 
classic example, where the failure of a weak 
moraine dam led to a catastrophic flood event.

Mitigation Measures:
z	Early Warning Systems (EWS): Implementing well 

structured Early Warning Systems like use of Synthetic-
Aperture Radar imagery is crucial for GLOF risk 
mitigation. 
�	These systems involve real-time monitoring of 

glacial lakes, automated alert mechanisms, and 
community-based warning networks. 

z	Controlled Lake Drainage: Proactive management of 
glacial lake water levels through controlled drainage 
can significantly reduce GLOF risks. 
�	This involves carefully planned engineering 

interventions to gradually lower lake volumes to 
safer levels. 

z	Infrastructure Reinforcement: Strengthening existing 
man-made dams and constructing protective structures 
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through Uniform Codes for Construction Activity 
along with balancing hydropower development can 
enhance resilience against GLOFs. 
�	This includes techniques like reinforcing moraine 

dams, building spillways, and constructing flood 
protection barriers. 

z	Community-based Disaster Preparedness: 
Empowering local communities with knowledge and 
skills for GLOF preparedness is essential. 
�	This involves conducting regular drills, creating 

evacuation plans, and establishing community-
led monitoring systems. 

z	Transboundary Cooperation: Given the cross-border 
nature of many Himalayan glacial systems, international 
cooperation is vital for effective GLOF management. 
�	This includes sharing data, coordinating 

monitoring efforts, and jointly developing 
mitigation strategies. 

Conclusion: 
The threat of Glacial Lake Outburst Floods in the 

Himalayas demands urgent and comprehensive action. Long-
term mitigation requires sustained international cooperation, 

continued research, and integration of GLOF management 
into broader climate adaptation plans.

3. Discuss the concept of ocean thermohaline circulation 
and its role in global climate regulation. How could 
changes in this system impact Earth’s climate? (250 
words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by defining Ocean 

thermohaline circulation
z	Delve into the role of OTC in global climate regulation
z	Give impact of Potential Changes in Ocean 

Thermohaline Circulation
z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction: 
Ocean thermohaline circulation (OTC) is a complex 

system of currents driven by differences in temperature and 
salinity. 
z	Warm, salty water at the surface is more buoyant than 

cold, fresh water, causing it to sink in certain regions. 
This sinking water is replaced by surface water, creating 
a continuous circulation pattern.

Body: 
Role of OTC in Global Climate Regulation: 
z	Heat Transport: By transporting heat from the tropics 

to the poles, OTC helps to moderate temperature 
extremes. 

�	This prevents the tropics from becoming too hot 
and the poles from becoming too cold.

�	Example: Gulf Stream carries warm water from 
the tropics to Europe, influencing the climate of 
Western Europe.
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z	Carbon Cycle: OTC plays a crucial role in the global 
carbon cycle by transporting carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere to the deep ocean. 
�	It does this through the process of carbon 

sequestration, where CO2 is absorbed by surface 
waters, sinks with colder, denser water, and is 
stored in the deep ocean for centuries, helping to 
regulate atmospheric CO₂ levels and mitigate 
climate change.

z	Nutrient Cycling: OTC transports nutrients from the 
deep ocean to the surface, supporting marine 
productivity and fisheries.
�	In regions where deep water rises to the surface, 

such as the coast of Peru, nutrient-rich waters are 
brought to the surface. 
�	These nutrients, including nitrogen, 

phosphorus, and iron, are essential for 
marine phytoplankton growth.

Impact of Potential Changes in Ocean Thermohaline 
Circulation: 
z	Slowing or Shutdown of Circulation: A disruption in 

ocean circulation could lead to significant climate 
impacts, such as rapid cooling in the Northern 
Hemisphere and potential warming in the Southern 
Hemisphere. 
�	This shift may also trigger more extreme weather 

events. 
�	For example, the Younger Dryas cold period 

(about 12,900 to 11,700 years ago) is believed to 
have been caused by a disruption in North 
Atlantic circulation.

z	Altering Precipitation Patterns: Changes in ocean 
circulation can alter global precipitation patterns, 
leading to shifts in monsoon systems and changes in 
the frequency and intensity of storms. 
�	A weakening of the Atlantic Meridional 

Overturning Circulation (AMOC) could reduce 
rainfall in the Sahel region of Africa, worsening 
drought conditions and impacting local agriculture 
and water resources.

z	Sea Level Changes: Variations in ocean circulation can 
cause regional differences in sea level rise, leading to 
potential coastal flooding and erosion. 
�	Recent studies state that potential collapse of the 

Gulf Stream by 2025 could have severe 
consequences on global climate patterns.

z	Impact on Marine Ecosystems: Disruptions in ocean 
circulation can affect marine ecosystems by altering 
nutrient availability and productivity, leading to shifts 
in species distribution and migration patterns. 
�	Changes in upwelling patterns off the coast of 

California, for example, could impact the 
distribution of krill, affecting the entire food web.

Conclusion: 
Ocean thermohaline circulation is a critical component 

of Earth’s climate system, influencing temperature, 
carbon sequestration, and marine productivity. As climate 
change continues to alter ocean temperatures and salinity, 
understanding the potential impacts on OTC is essential for 
predicting future climate trends and developing effective 
mitigation strategies.

Indian Heritage and Culture
4. Bhakti and Sufi movements are often seen as parallel 

paths to spiritual realization. Compare and contrast their 
basic tenets and their impact on society. (150 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by highlighting the emergence 

of bhakti and sufi movements
z	Compare their basic tenants 
z	Highlight their impact on society
z	Conclude in a balanced manner.

Introduction: 
The Bhakti and Sufi movements, emerging in medieval 

India, represented significant spiritual and social reform 
trends. While both movements sought direct communion 
with the divine and challenged existing religious orthodoxies, 
they had distinct characteristics rooted in their respective 
Hindu and Islamic traditions.
Body: 
Comparison of Basic Tenets:
z	Concept of God: 

�	Bhakti movement: Emphasized personal devotion 
to a chosen deity (ishta-devata), often visualized 
in human form. 

�	Sufi movement: Focused on the concept of 
tawhid (oneness of God).

z	Path to Divine: 
�	Bhakti: Advocated bhakti (devotional love) as the 

primary means of attaining union with God. 
�	Sufism: Emphasized ishq (divine love) and 

ma’rifat (gnosis) as ways to achieve closeness to 
salvation.
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z	Spiritual Practices: 
�	Bhakti: Involved devotional singing (kirtan), 

chanting of God’s name (nama japa), and 
emotional worship. 

�	Sufism: Practiced dhikr (remembrance of God), 
sama (devotional music), and meditation.

z	Social Stance: 
�	Bhakti: Rejected caste distinctions and promoted 

equality before God. 
�	Sufism: Preached universal brotherhood and 

compassion for all creatures.
z	Language and Expression: 

�	Bhakti: Used vernacular languages to reach the 
masses, producing rich devotional literature. 

�	Sufism: Employed both Persian and local 
languages, contributing to the development of 
Urdu and regional literatures.

z	Organizational Structure: 
�	Bhakti: Largely decentralized, with individual 

saints and their followers. 
�	Sufism: More organized, with established Sufi 

orders (silsilas) and hierarchical structures.
z	Attitude towards Worldly Life: 

�	Bhakti: Generally accepted worldly life while 
advocating detachment. 

�	Sufism: Often emphasized asceticism and 
withdrawal from worldly affairs.

Impact on Society:
z	Religious Reform: Both movements challenged 

religious orthodoxy and ritualism, promoting a more 
personal and accessible form of spirituality.

z	Social Equality: Bhakti and Sufi movements both 
critiqued social hierarchies, attracting followers from 
all castes and classes.

z	Cultural Synthesis: They fostered a syncretic culture, 
blending elements of Hindu and Islamic traditions, 
particularly evident in music, literature, and art.

z	Vernacular Literature: Both movements contributed 
significantly to the development of regional languages 
and literature.

z	Women’s Participation: Both provided avenues for 
women’s spiritual expression and leadership, though 
to varying degrees.

z	Political Influence: While primarily spiritual, both 
movements occasionally influenced political dynamics, 
with some leaders gaining royal patronage.

Conclusion:
The Bhakti and Sufi movements, while distinct in their 

origins and specific practices, shared remarkable similarities 
in their core spiritual messages and social impacts. Their 
emphasis on personal devotion and universal spiritual truths 
continues to influence religious thought and practice in the 
Indian subcontinent.

5. The level of excellence in Gupta numismatic art is not 
evident in subsequent periods. Comment. (150 words)

Approach: 
z	Briefly introduce the Gupta Empire as a golden age 

in Indian history.
z	Discuss the level of excellence in Gupta numismatic 

art.
z	Provide a Comparative Analysis of Numismatic Art in 

Subsequent Periods.
z	Conclude Suitably.

Introduction :
The Gupta Empire, which flourished from around 

320 to 550 CE, is often celebrated as a golden age in Indian 
history. This era is marked by significant achievements in 
art, literature, science, and culture, all of which contributed 
to the empire’s prosperity and stability. Among the most 
enduring legacies of the Gupta period is its numismatic art, 
which reflects the empire’s artistic excellence and cultural 
sophistication.
Body : 
Excellence in Gupta Numismatic Art : 
z	Artistic Quality and Craftsmanship: Gupta coins are 

known for their high relief, intricate details, and refined 
craftsmanship. The coins were meticulously designed, 
often with lifelike depictions of rulers, deities, and 
symbolic motifs. 
�	The coins of Samudragupta, one of the most 

illustrious Gupta rulers, feature him performing 
the Ashvamedha Yajna (horse sacrifice) with 
intricate details.

z	Iconography: The coins often depict gods and 
goddesses, such as Vishnu, Lakshmi, and Ganga, along 
with images of the rulers in various divine or heroic 
postures. These representations not only served as 
religious symbols but also reinforced the divine right of 
the rulers to govern.
�	The gold coins of Chandragupta II, known as the 

“Chakravikrama” type, portray the king as a 
warrior with a bow, signifying his martial prowess. 
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On the reverse, the goddess Lakshmi is depicted 
seated on a lotus, symbolizing wealth and 
prosperity.

z	Inscriptions and Language: Gupta coins often featured 
inscriptions in Sanskrit, using the Brahmi script. This 
use of classical language and script added cultural and 
linguistic value to the coins, reflecting the Gupta rulers’ 
patronage of Sanskrit and their efforts to promote it as 
a medium of communication and literature.
�	The coins of Kumaragupta I bear the inscription 

“Shri Mahendraditya,” one of his titles, in Brahmi 
script. The use of Sanskrit on coins was a departure 
from the earlier use of Prakrit and marked a 
significant cultural shift.

z	Variety of Coin Types: The Gupta dynasty issued a wide 
variety of coin types, each reflecting different aspects 
of the ruler’s identity, achievements, or religious 
affiliations. This diversity in coinage was unprecedented 
and added to the distinctiveness of Gupta numismatic 
art.
�	The “Tiger-Slayer” type coin of Chandragupta I 

features the king slaying a tiger with a sword, 
symbolizing his valor and hunting skills. This type 
of thematic coin was unique to the Gupta period.

z	Metallurgical Excellence:  Gupta coins were often 
made of high-quality gold, known as “dinaras,” as well 
as silver and copper. The purity and weight of these 
coins were carefully maintained, reflecting the 
economic stability and wealth of the Gupta Empire.

Comparative Analysis of Numismatic Art in Subsequent 
Periods
z	Post-Gupta Dynasties: During this early medieval 

period (c. 550–1200 CE), the artistic sophistication of 
coinage experienced a noticeable decline compared to 
the Gupta period.
�	The coins of the Maitrakas of Gujarat and the 

Kalachuris exhibit a simpler design compared to 
the Gupta coins. 

z	Rajput Coins: Rajput coins often featured royal 
symbols, such as the sun, moon, and various deities, 
but with less focus on intricate artistic detail. The coins 
were more utilitarian and symbolic rather than artistic 
masterpieces.

z	Chola Coins: The Cholas issued coins with prominent 
depictions of deities, such as Shiva, but these coins 
lacked the fine detailing seen in Gupta coins. Instead, 
they focused more on religious symbolism and 
inscriptions.

z	Sultanate Coins: Coins from the Sultanate period, such 
as those of Iltutmish and Alauddin Khilji, prominently 
featured Arabic inscriptions and minimalistic designs. 
The focus was on Islamic calligraphy and religious 
symbols, with little to no emphasis on detailed artistic 
depictions.

z	Mughal Coins: Mughal coinage, under rulers like Akbar 
and Shah Jahan, continued the tradition of featuring 
inscriptions in Persian and Arabic. While Mughal coins 
occasionally displayed elaborate motifs and high-
quality craftsmanship, the emphasis was more on 
inscriptions and symbolic representation rather than 
intricate artistic detailing.

Conclusion : 
The decline in the artistic quality of Indian numismatic 

art from the Gupta period through subsequent periods 
reflects broader socio-political and cultural shifts. While 
Gupta coinage was marked by intricate artistry and religious 
iconography, later periods saw a move towards more symbolic, 
religious, and utilitarian designs. The political fragmentation, 
economic constraints, and cultural transformations of each 
period influenced these changes, resulting in a numismatic 
art that, while rich in its own right, differed significantly from 
the artistic zenith of the Gupta era.

6. Discuss the role of mudras in Indian classical dance and 
sculpture. How do these symbolic hand gestures convey 
meaning across different art forms? (150 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by defining mudras
z	Delve into the role of Mudras in Indian Classical 

Dance and Indian Sculpture
z	Discuss its contemporary relevance
z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction:
Mudras, symbolic hand gestures, serve as a fundamental 

element in Indian classical dance and sculpture, conveying a 
wide range of emotions, characters, and narratives. 
z	The origins of mudras can be traced back to ancient 

Indian texts like the Natyashastra, a treatise on the 
performing arts written by Bharata Muni.

Body:
Mudras in Indian Classical Dance:

Mudras are integral to classical dance forms like 
Bharatanatyam, Kathak, Odissi, and Kuchipudi. They serve 
multiple purposes:
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z	Portray Characters: In Bharatanatyam, the Krishna 
mudra (flute-playing gesture) instantly identifies the 
character of Lord Krishna in mythological narratives.

z	Represent Objects: The Padma mudra represents a 
lotus, often used in dances depicting nature or divine 
beings.

z	Depict Actions: In Kathak, the Tarjani mudra (pointing 
finger) is used to show threatening or commanding 
actions.

z	Express Emotions: The Karuna mudra, depicting 
compassion, is frequently employed in Odissi to portray 
nurturing characters like mothers or goddesses.
�	Tribhanga Mudra, involves a three-bend posture, 

creating a sense of grace and elegance. 
z	Transcending Language Barriers: Mudras serve as a 

universal language, transcending linguistic barriers. 
�	Dancers can use stories to audiences from diverse 

cultural backgrounds. For example, Pataka 
Mudra, with all fingers extended, represents a 
flag or banner, often used to symbolize victory or 
celebration and Anjali Mudra, with palms joined 
together, conveys respect and reverence.

Mudras in Indian Sculpture:
Sculptural mudras identify deities, convey attributes, 

and narrate stories:
z	Buddha Statues: The Bhumisparsha mudra (touching 

the earth) is seen in sculptures of Buddha at the 
moment of enlightenment, such as those at Sarnath.

z	Hindu Deities: The famous Nataraja bronze sculpture 
of Shiva as the Lord of Dance combines multiple 
mudras, including the Damaru mudra (drum-holding) 
symbolizing creation.

z	Narrative Scenes: Temple reliefs, like those at 
Khajuraho, use mudras to depict complex mythological 
stories without words.

Contemporary Relevance:
z	Modern Dance: Choreographer Chandralekha 

famously incorporated traditional mudras into her 
contemporary work “Sharira,” blending classical and 
modern forms.

z	Health Practices: The Gyan mudra (thumb and index 
finger touching) is widely used in yoga and meditation 
for its purported concentration-enhancing effects.

Conclusion: 

Mudras are a vital component of Indian classical dance 
and sculpture, serving as a powerful language for conveying 

meaning and emotion. Their historical origins, their role in 
storytelling, and their cross-cultural influence demonstrate 
their enduring significance as a form of artistic expression.

Indian Society
7. Discuss the impact of globalization on traditional Indian 

values and social institutions. (150 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by defining globalization and 

its influence on traditional indian values
z	Give supporting arguments to impact of globalization 

on traditional Indian values and social institutions
z	Conclude suitably. 

Introduction: 

G l o b a l i z a t i o n ,  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  i n c r e a s e d 
interconnectedness and interdependence of world economies, 
cultures, and populations, has emerged as a defining force of 
the 21st century. 

z	For India, a nation steeped in millennia-old traditions 
and diverse cultural practices, the advent of 
globalization has ushered in an era of profound 
transformation. 

z	This phenomenon has permeated every facet of Indian 
society, from economic structures to social norms, 
challenging long-held beliefs and reshaping age-old 
institutions.

Body: 

Impact of Globalization on Traditional Indian Values and 
Social Institutions: 

z	Family Structure: Globalization has influenced the 
traditional joint family system in India. The rise of 
nuclear families, particularly in urban areas, can be 
attributed to factors such as:
�	Increased job mobility
�	Changing attitudes towards individualism
�	Economic pressures
�	Example: Nuclear families comprise half of Indian 

households in 2022.
z	Marriage and Relationships: Traditional arranged 

marriages are giving way to love marriages and live-in 
relationships, especially in urban areas. This shift is 
due to:
�	Increased exposure to global cultures
�	Rising education levels
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�	Financial independence of women
�	Example: According to a report by WeddingWire 

India, arranged marriages have seen a 24% drop 
from 2020.

z	Gender Roles and Women’s Empowerment: 
Globalization has contributed to changing gender 
dynamics in Indian society:
�	Increased workforce participation of women
�	Greater emphasis on gender equality
�	Challenges to patriarchal norms
�	Example: The Female Labour Force Participation 

Rate in India has improved significantly by 4.2% 
points to 37.0% in 2023. 

z	Consumerism and Materialism: The influx of global 
brands and consumer culture has impacted traditional 
values of simplicity and frugality:
�	Rise in conspicuous consumption
�	Shift from savings-oriented to spending-oriented 

mindset
�	Adoption of Western consumption patterns
�	Example: India’s e-commerce market is expected 

to reach USD 200 billion by 2026.
z	Religious and Spiritual Practices: While India remains 

deeply religious, globalization has influenced spiritual 
practices:
�	Commercialization of religious festivals and rituals
�	Rise of new-age spirituality and wellness practices
�	Increased interfaith dialogue and understanding
�	Example: The global yoga market size was 

estimated at USD 107.1 billion in 2023, with India 
being a major contributor.

z	Education System: Globalization has led to changes in 
the Indian education system:
�	Adoption of international curricula (e.g., ICSE)
�	Emphasis on skill-based learning and employability
�	Increase in students pursuing higher education 

abroad
�	Example: Over 1.3 million Indian students 

studying abroad in 2024. 
Conclusion: 

Globalization has undoubtedly transformed traditional 
Indian values and social institutions. While it has brought 
numerous opportunities and advancements, it has also posed 
challenges to cultural preservation and social cohesion. The 
key lies in striking a balance between embracing global 
influences and maintaining India’s rich cultural heritage.

8. The concept of secularism in India is flawed as it seeks 
to negate the importance of our cultural and religious 
heritage. Critically examine (250 words)

Approach: 
z	Begin by defining secularism in the Indian context
z	Provide a critical examination of its Impact on 

cultural and religious heritage.
z	Conclude Suitably.

Introduction: 

Secularism is the principle of separating religion from 
state affairs to ensure government neutrality towards all 
religions. It aims to prevent religious institutions from 
influencing governmental decisions and public policies, 
thereby protecting individual rights and freedoms. 

The Indian Constitution adopted the principle of 
secularism in 1976 through the 42nd Amendment, which 
added the word “secular” to the Preamble.

Body : 

Characteristics of Indian Secularism : 

z	Equal Treatment For All: Indian secularism is enshrined 
in the Constitution, which guarantees equality and 
non-discrimination on the grounds of religion.  
constitutional provisions include:
�	Article 15: Prohibits discrimination by the State 

on grounds of religion.
�	Articles 25-28: Ensure freedom of religion, 

allowing individuals to practice, profess, and 
propagate their faith.

z	Neutral State: Indian secularism advocates for a 
neutral state that does not endorse any religion or 
interfere in religious matters. The state is not affiliated 
with any particular religion and aims to provide equal 
support to all religious communities.

z	Positive Secularism: Unlike negative secularism, which 
simply avoids endorsing any religion, positive 
secularism involves proactive engagement with 
religious and cultural communities. It recognizes the 
importance of religious and cultural practices in 
individuals’ lives and ensures that state policies and 
actions respect and accommodate these practices.
�	The Indian government recognizes and celebrates 

various religious festivals from different 
communities, such as Diwali, Eid, Christmas, and 
Gurpurab, by declaring them as public holidays. 
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Criticisms of Secularism in India : 
z	Marginalization of Religious Practices: Secularism’s 

emphasis on neutrality often leads to the exclusion of 
religious symbols and practices from public spaces and 
state institutions.
�	 Critics argue that this exclusion can be seen as a 

disregard for the cultural significance of these 
symbols, which are integral to the identities of 
various communities.

z	 Cultural Erosion: By focusing on secular neutrality, 
there is concern that certain religious practices and 
festivals may become less visible and celebrated in 
public life, leading to a gradual erosion of cultural 
traditions.

z	Conflict with Personal Laws: Secularism sometimes 
clashes with traditional religious practices, particularly 
in the context of personal laws governing marriage, 
divorce, and inheritance.
�	Some argue that the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) 

may infringe upon the religious rights of various 
communities by imposing a single set of laws that 
may not respect their distinct traditions and 
practices.

z	Uneven Application: Critics argue that selective 
application of secular policies can lead to perceptions 
of bias or favoritism, exacerbating cultural and religious 
tensions.
�	The Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) ,2019 

along with the National Register of Citizens (NRC) 
process in Assam, has sparked debates about the 
implications for secularism in India.

z	Legal and Social Conflicts: Judicial decisions and state 
policies related to secularism can sometimes spark 
controversy and conflict between different religious 
groups. These conflicts can affect social harmony and 
complicate the preservation of cultural heritage.

Conclusion
In the landmark judgment of S.R. Bommai v. Union 

of India, the Supreme Court declared that secularism is the 
basic structure of the Constitution. While secularism in India 
aims to ensure equality and prevent discrimination, its impact 
on cultural and religious practices can be contentious. By 
fostering dialogue and ensuring equitable implementation, 
policymakers can work towards a balance that upholds the 
principles of secularism while also preserving and celebrating 
the country’s diverse heritage.

nnn



www.dr ish t i IAS.com12 MAINS ANSWER WRITING PROGRAM MAY (2024)

Polity & Governance
9. Discuss key indicators of good governance and suggest 

strategies for its effective implementation at the 
grassroots level in India. (150 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by defining good governance
z	Give Key Indicators of Good Governance
z	Suggest strategies for its effective implementation at 

the grassroots level in India
z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction: 
Good governance refers to the effective, efficient, and 

responsible management of public affairs and resources. 
z	It encompasses a set of principles and practices that 

ensure transparent, accountable, participatory, and 
responsive governance at all levels. 

z	It aims to create an environment where government 
institutions operate in the best interests of all citizens, 
promoting sustainable development, social justice, 
and the rule of law.

Body: 
Key Indicators of Good Governance: 
z	Participation: Citizens actively engage in decision-

making, with diverse groups, including marginalized 
communities, represented effectively. (Example: Gram 
Sabhas under the Panchayati Raj system).

z	Accountability: Government officials are held 
responsible for their actions through transparent 
information dissemination about public policies and 
expenditures. (Example: the Lokpal and Lokayuktas 
Act, 2013, which established an anti-corruption 
ombudsman.).

z	Transparency: Government processes and decisions 
are open and accessible, facilitated by clear and 
understandable communication with citizens. 
(Example:  Implementation of the Right to Information 
Act, 2005 in India).

z	Responsiveness: Government promptly addresses 
citizens’ needs and concerns through effective 
grievance redressal mechanisms. (Example: CPGRAMS 
provides speedy grievance redressal).

z	Effectiveness and Efficiency: Desired outcomes are 
achieved with minimal resources and optimal 

utilization of public funds. ( Example: The Direct 
Benefit Transfer (DBT) scheme to reduce leakages in 
subsidy distribution).

z	Rule of Law: Laws and regulations are impartially 
enforced, safeguarding citizens’ rights and freedoms. 
(Example: Independent Judiciary, Separation of 
Power, Supremacy of written constitution).

Strategies for Implementing Good Governance at the 
Grassroots Level: 

z	Strengthening Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs): 
Enhance capacity building of elected representatives 
and officials, decentralize financial resources, and 
empower Gram Sabhas for effective decision-making 
as recommended by Second Administrative Reforms 
Commission. 

z	Technology Adoption: Utilize digital platforms for 
transparency and accountability, implement 
e-governance initiatives for service delivery, and 
leverage Common Service Centers (CSCs) for digital 
literacy and government services.

z	Citizen Participation: Foster community-based 
organizations and self-help groups, conduct social 
audits for program monitoring like MGNREGA, and 
promote government-citizen linkage through Jan 
Bhagidari initiatives, Mann ki Baat Program and 
Community radio.

GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-2
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z	Capacity Building of Government Officials: Organize 
training programs on good governance principles and 
practices, implement performance-based appraisal 
systems, and effective implementation of programmes 
like Mission Karmayogi and leverage institutions like 
the National Institute of Rural Development (NIRD) 
for capacity building.

z	Performance-Based Incentives: Introduce a Local 
Governance Performance Index in the lines of District 
Development Governance Index.
�	This promotes healthy competition and improved 

governance but requires developing fair and 
comprehensive assessment criteria.

Conclusion:
Effective governance at the grassroots is imperative for 

India’s progress. By strengthening Panchayati Raj institutions, 
harnessing technology, and prioritizing citizen participation, 
we can effectively transition towards ‘minimum government, 
maximum governance’. 

10. The Right to Privacy has evolved through judicial 
interpretation. Trace this evolution and discuss its 
implications on contemporary issues like data protection 
and surveillance. (250 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce by mentioning the constitutionality of 

Right to Privacy
z	Delve into the Evolution of the Right to Privacy
z	Highlight its Implications on Contemporary Issues 

Related to Data Protection and Surveillance
z	Conclude suitably. 

Introduction: 
The Right to Privacy in India has evolved significantly 

through judicial interpretation. Initially, not explicitly 
mentioned in the Constitution, it has now been recognized 
as a fundamental right under Article 21. This evolution has 
had profound implications on contemporary issues such as 
data protection and state surveillance.
Body: 
Evolution of the Right to Privacy: 
z	Early Interpretations (1950s-1960s):

�	MP Sharma vs. Satish Chandra (1954): The 
Supreme Court ruled that privacy was not a 
fundamental right, upholding the practice of 
search and seizure.

�	Kharak Singh vs. State of Uttar Pradesh (1962): 
The Court examined police surveillance and 

concluded that privacy was not a guaranteed 
constitutional right, though it acknowledged the 
concept of personal liberty.

z	Expansion of Privacy Rights (1970s):
�	Gobind vs. State of Madhya Pradesh (1975): The 

Supreme Court introduced the “compelling state 
interest” test, borrowing from American 
jurisprudence. 
�	It recognized privacy as a fundamental right 

but subject to reasonable restrictions for 
larger state interests.

z	Recognition of Informational Privacy (1990s):
�	PUCL vs. Union of India (1997): The Supreme 

Court, in the context of telephone tapping, 
recognized the privacy of communications as a 
part of the right to freedom of speech and 
expression under Article 19(1)(a).

z	The Landmark Judgment (2010s):
�	Justice K.S. Puttaswamy (Retd) vs. Union of India 

(2017): A nine-judge bench of the Supreme Court 
unanimously declared the Right to Privacy as a 
fundamental right under Article 21. 
�	The Court stated that privacy is intrinsic to 

life and liberty, and encompasses personal 
autonomy, dignity, and informational self-
determination.

Implications on Contemporary Issues Related to Data 
Protection and Surveillance: 
z	Enhanced Corporate Responsibility: The evolving right 

to privacy has forced companies to adopt stringent 
data protection measures. They are now held 
accountable for their data practices through Digital 
Personal Data Protection Act 2023, with users and 
courts scrutinizing privacy policies more closely. 

z	Cross-Border Data Flows: Privacy considerations are 
reshaping rules on cross-border data transfers. 
�	In 2022, India’s Computer Emergency Response 

Team (CERT-In) issued directives requiring VPN 
providers to store user data.

z	Consent and Data Minimization: Recent privacy 
interpretations emphasize informed consent and data 
minimization. 
�	The Digital Personal Data Protection Act 2023, 

reflects this, proposing stricter consent 
requirements and purpose limitation for data 
collection.



14  MAINS ANSWER WRITING CONSOLIDATION AUGUST (2024) www.dr ish t i IAS.com

�	This shift is evident in recent practices, such as 
apps providing more granular privacy settings 
and websites updating cookie policies, indicating 
a move towards user-centric data practices.

z	Oversight on Intelligence Gathering: Privacy rights 
have spurred debates on intelligence oversight. 
�	The 2021 Pegasus spyware controversy led to a 

Supreme Court-appointed committee to 
investigate alleged illegal surveillance.

�	This incident underscores the growing tension 
between national security needs and individual 
privacy, pushing for more transparent and 
accountable intelligence gathering practices.

Conclusion: 
The judicial interpretation of the Right to Privacy in 

India has evolved from being an unrecognized concept to a 
robust fundamental right. This evolution has had far-reaching 
implications on contemporary issues such as data protection, 
surveillance, and technological advancements, ensuring that 
individual privacy is safeguarded in the digital age.

11. To what extent have poverty alleviation programs in India 
been effective in addressing the challenges of poverty? 
Examine the role of political will in the successful 
implementation of these programs. (250 words)

Approach: 
z	Give a brief introduction about the status of Poverty 

in India 
z	State the challenge of Poverty in India 
z	Mention the poverty alleviation programs and 

highlight the effectiveness of these programs.
z	Suggest a way forward to strengthen these programs 

and alleviate poverty 
z	Conclude suitably 

Introduction:
India has made notable progress in poverty alleviation, 

with the poverty rate declining to 4.5–5% in 2022–2023 and 
significant reductions in rural and urban poverty compared 
to a decade ago. This improvement is attributed to various 
government initiatives and schemes. 

Despite these gains, India still faces challenges, as 
evidenced by its 111th position in the 2023 Global Hunger 
Index and varying poverty lines across states. Examining the 
effectiveness of these programs and the role of political will in 
their implementation is crucial for understanding their impact 
on addressing poverty.

Body: 
Causes of Poverty in India 
z	Population Growth and Unemployment: Rapid 

population increase, averaging 17 million annually, 
amplifies demand for resources and jobs, leading to 
higher unemployment and strain on economic systems.

z	Low Agricultural Productivity and Climatic Factors: 
Fragmented land holdings, outdated farming methods, 
and frequent natural disasters like floods and cyclones 
reduce agricultural output and exacerbate poverty in 
vulnerable states.

z	Economic and Resource Inefficiencies: Slow economic 
development before 1991, coupled with 
underemployment, disguised unemployment, and 
inefficient use of resources, limits economic 
opportunities and growth.

z	Price Rise and Lack of Capital: Persistent inflation 
increases the cost of living, disproportionately affecting 
low-income groups, while insufficient capital and 
entrepreneurial activity restrict investment and job 
creation.

z	Social and Historical Factors: Social issues such as 
caste-based discrimination and inheritance laws, along 
with the legacy of colonial exploitation, perpetuate 
inequalities and hinder poverty alleviation efforts.

Poverty Alleviation Programs in India
z	Integrated Rural Development Programme (IRDP) and 

other programs:
�	Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana: This 

program has provided free foodgrains to over 80 
crore households monthly, ensuring food security 
and addressing immediate needs.

�	PM Awas Yojana (Rural & Urban): Over 4 crore 
pucca houses built under this scheme have 
improved housing conditions for the poor, 
targeting both rural and urban areas.
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z	Employment and Income Generation:
�	Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 

Guarantee Act (MGNREGA): Guarantees 100 days 
of employment annually, significantly contributing 
to income stability in rural areas.

z	Health and Sanitation:
�	Ayushman Bharat – PM Jan Aarogya Yojana: 

Provides insurance coverage of ₹5 lakh per family 
to 55 crore beneficiaries for secondary and 
tertiary care, addressing healthcare access.

�	Swachh Bharat Mission: Around 12 crore toilets 
built have improved sanitation and hygiene, 
crucial for health and dignity.

�	Jal Jeevan Mission: 14.5 crore rural households 
now have tap water connections, enhancing 
access to clean water and reducing health risks.

�	Saubhagya Yojana: With 2.8 crore households 
electrified, this scheme has enhanced quality of 
life and productivity in rural areas.

z	Financial Inclusion and Empowerment:
�	Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana: Enabled 52 

crore people to access formal banking services, 
promoting financial inclusion.

�	PM SVANidhi Scheme: Provided collateral-free 
loans to over 62 lakh urban street vendors, 
supporting their businesses and economic 
stability.

�	Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana – National Rural 
Livelihood Mission (DAY-NRLM): Mobilized 10.04 
crore women into 90.76 lakh Self-Help Groups, 
enhancing income opportunities and social 
empowerment.

z	Results and Impact:
�	Multidimensional Poverty Reduction: 

Approximately 25 crore people have escaped 
multidimensional poverty in the last nine years, 
demonstrating the effectiveness of these 
programs.

�	Sustainable Development Goals (SDG): The 
government’s efforts are on track to achieve the 
SDG target of halving multidimensional poverty 
well before 2030, reflecting the success of these 
interventions.

Way Forward for Poverty Alleviation in India
z	Sustained Economic Growth and Investment Efficiency

�	Aim for a continuous annual growth rate of 6-7% 
over the next 25 years to raise per capita income. 

�	Increase Gross Fixed Capital Formation to 30-32% 
of GDP and improve the Incremental Capital-
Output Ratio (ICOR) by focusing on technological 
advancements and efficiency improvements.

z	Boosting Domestic and Foreign Investments
�	Encourage substantial domestic investments, 

especially in technology and infrastructure, while 
attracting Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in 
emerging technological sectors.

�	 Ensure that investments complement domestic 
efforts and drive growth and employment.

z	Adaptation to Technological and Environmental 
Challenges
�	Embrace and integrate technologies such as 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) while addressing 
potential impacts on employment through skill 
development. 

�	Implement sustainable practices to manage 
pollution and reduce carbon emissions, adjusting 
growth targets to accommodate environmental 
goals.

z	Development of Social Safety Nets and Inclusive 
Growth
�	Explore the implementation of a basic income 

scheme to provide financial security and 
streamline subsidies to focus on essentials like 
food. 

�	Invest in social infrastructure, including healthcare 
and education, to improve overall quality of life 
and support poverty alleviation.

z	Strengthening Policy Framework and Investment 
Climate
�	Develop policies that foster a conducive 

investment climate, encouraging both domestic 
and international investments.

�	 Continuously monitor economic performance 
and adjust strategies to effectively meet growth 
and poverty reduction goals.

Conclusion:
Looking ahead, India’s path to eradicating poverty 

hinges on sustaining robust economic growth and optimizing 
investment efficiency. By embracing technology, addressing 
environmental challenges, and strengthening social safety 
nets, India can foster inclusive development. With a forward-
thinking approach and strategic policies, the nation is 
poised to significantly elevate living standards and achieve 
comprehensive poverty alleviation.
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12. Critically analyze the One Nation, One Election proposal 
in light of India’s federal structure and diverse regional 
political landscapes. (250 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce by outlining the concept of One Nation, 

One Election.
z	Give Advantages of One Nation One Election
z	Delve into the challenges associated with it
z	Give a balanced way forward
z	Conclude suitably. 

Introduction: 
The “One Nation, One Election” proposal seeks to 

synchronize elections for the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies, 
aiming to reduce costs, minimize disruptions, and streamline 
governance.
z	Historically, simultaneous elections were the norm 

until 1967, but the cycle was disrupted, leading to 
frequent elections. 

z	The Law Commission’s 170th Report supports 
returning to this system, highlighting the benefits of 
unified electoral timelines.

Body: 
Advantages of One Nation One Election:
z	Cost Reduction: Simultaneous elections could 

significantly reduce the expenditure on conducting 
separate polls for state and national levels.
�	For instance, the 2019 Lok Sabha elections cost 

approximately ₹60,000 crore, combining this with 
state elections could potentially halve the overall 
expense.

z	Governance Continuity: It may allow governments to 
focus on long-term policies without frequent 
disruptions due to model code of conduct 
implementations.

z	Reduced Burden on Security Forces: Conducting 
elections once would ease the pressure on security 
personnel who are often deployed for extended 
periods during multiple elections.
�	This could be particularly beneficial in regions 

facing security challenges, such as Jammu and 
Kashmir or Naxal-affected areas.

z	Increased Voter Turnout: A single election event might 
encourage higher voter participation as citizens would 
need to vote only once for both state and national 
representatives.

�	For instance, in the 2024 Lok Sabha elections, the 
turnout was 65.79%, a significant drop from the 
2019 elections.

z	Reduced Political Polarization: Less frequent elections 
could potentially decrease the constant state of 
political campaigning
�	It may allow for more focused governance periods, 

potentially reducing societal divisions caused by 
continuous political rhetoric.

Challenges Related to One Nation One Election:
z	Reduced Democratic Accountability: The proposal 

may undermine the federal nature of the polity by 
reducing state autonomy in deciding electoral timing. 
�	Also, national issues might overshadow state-

specific concerns.
�	This concern echoes the principles laid down in 

S.R. Bommai vs Union of India (1994), which 
emphasized the importance of federalism as a 
basic feature of the Constitution.Reduced 
Democratic Accountability

z	Constitutional Amendments: Requires significant 
amendments, particularly to Articles 83, 172, 85, and 
174. 
�	Any such amendments would need to pass the 

“basic structure” test laid down in Kesavananda 
Bharati vs State of Kerala (1973).

z	Logistical Complexity: Organizing simultaneous 
elections across India would pose immense challenges. 
�	For instance, the 2024 general elections required 

1.048 million polling booths and 5.5 million 
electronic voting machines (EVMs).

�	Combining this with state elections would 
significantly increase these numbers, straining 
resources and requiring extensive planning and 
coordination.

z	Uncertainty in case of government collapse: There Is 
no clear mechanism to handle situations where a state 
government falls mid-term. 
�	For instance, if a state government like the one in 

Maharashtra in 2019 collapses, it is unclear how 
the synchronization would be maintained without 
undermining democratic principles. 

z	Diminished Role of Opposition: Regular state assembly 
elections, held at different times from Lok Sabha polls, 
give opposition parties frequent chances to highlight 
government policy failures. 
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�	Extended five-year terms without regular 
accountability pressures can reduce governments’ 
motivation to reform and adapt.

Way Forward: 
z	Phased implementation: Gradually synchronising 

elections over multiple election cycles would allow for 
smoother transitions. This could involve:
�	Starting with a few states whose terms are ending 

close to the Lok Sabha elections
�	Create 2-3 election “clusters” spread over a 5-year 

period
�	Progressively aligning more states over 2-3 

election cycles
�	Adjusting term lengths slightly (e.g. extending or 

reducing by a few months) to achieve alignment
z	Strengthen Regional Representation: Implementing 

measures to ensure state-specific issues receive 
adequate attention:
�	Mandate separate state and national manifestos 

from parties
�	Allocate specific campaign time and media 

coverage for state-level issues
�	Strengthen the role of state election commissions

z	Constitutional Safeguards: Develop robust 
constitutional mechanisms for various scenarios:
�	Clear provisions for government formation if one 

level (state or center) loses majority
�	Establish rules for caretaker governments and 

their powers
�	Define conditions and processes for midterm 

elections
�	Ensure mechanisms to maintain the autonomy of 

state legislatures
z	Electoral Reforms: Introduce broader reforms to 

address various issues:
�	Implement stricter campaign finance regulations 

and transparency measures
�	Reform the model code of conduct to suit 

simultaneous elections
Conclusion:

While the idea of “One Nation, One Election” has 
merit, its implementation requires thorough planning, broad 
consensus, and careful consideration of long-term effects 
on India’s democracy. As discussions continue, a balanced 
approach, possibly phased, will be crucial for its success.

International Relations
13. “Climate change diplomacy has emerged as a critical 

aspect of international relations.” Evaluate India’s 
position and contributions in global climate negotiations, 
highlighting both challenges and opportunities. (250 
words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by mentioning climate change 

diplomacy as a cornerstone of international relations
z	Give India’s Position and Contributions in Global 

Climate Negotiations
z	Delve into the Challenges and Opportunities related 

to it
z	Conclude suitably. 

Introduction:

Climate change diplomacy has become a cornerstone 
of international relations, with India playing a pivotal role as 
both a major emerging economy and a voice for developing 
nations. 

z	As the world’s third-largest emitter of greenhouse 
gasses, India’s stance significantly influences global 
climate action, balancing its developmental needs with 
environmental responsibilities.

Body: 

India’s Position and Contributions in Global Climate 
Negotiations:

z	Equity and Climate Justice: 
�	India consistently advocates for equity-based 

burden-sharing in climate action.
�	At COP26 (2021), the Indian Prime Minister 

introduced the concept of “Lifestyle for 
Environment” (LiFE), emphasizing 
sustainable lifestyles.

�	India pushes for developed nations to achieve 
“net-negative” emissions, going beyond just net-
zero targets.

z	Ambitious Climate Targets: 
�	India’s five commitments from COP26 in Glasgow 

have been integrated into the enhanced 
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) 
under the Paris Agreement and the Long-Term 
Low Carbon Development Strategies, aimed at 
achieving net zero emissions by 2070.
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z	Leadership in Global Initiatives:
�	International Solar Alliance (ISA)
�	Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure 

(CDRI)
z	Technology and Innovation:

�	Green Grids Initiative - One Sun One World One 
Grid (GGI-OSOWOG): Launched at COP26 to 
create a transnational electricity grid

�	National Hydrogen Mission: Aims to make India a 
global hub for green hydrogen production and 
export

z	Loss and Damage Fund: At COP27, India played a 
crucial role in the establishment of a “loss and 
damage” fund for vulnerable countries
�	Promoted the need for a phase-down of all fossil 

fuels, not just coal
z	G20 Presidency (2023): Prioritized climate action and 

sustainable development
�	Launched the Global Biofuels Alliance to promote 

the adoption of sustainable biofuels
z	Voice of the Global South: India positions itself as a 

leader of developing nations in climate negotiations
�	Advocates for climate finance (for adaptation 

measures) and technology transfer to support 
developing countries’ transitions

Challenges:
z	Financial Constraints: Implementing climate 

adaptation and mitigation measures requires 
substantial financial resources.
�	India argues for increased climate finance from 

developed nations, which has been a point of 
contention in negotiations.

z	Technological Limitations: Access to and affordability 
of green technologies remain significant hurdles.
�	Intellectual property rights issues often impede 

technology transfer from developed to developing 
countries.

z	Energy Transition Complexities: India’s heavy reliance 
on coal for energy poses challenges in transitioning to 
cleaner sources.
�	The socio-economic impact of phasing out coal, 

including job losses, presents political and 
economic challenges.

z	Adaptation to Climate Impacts: India’s diverse 
geography makes it vulnerable to various climate 
change impacts, necessitating region-specific 
adaptation strategies.

�	Balancing adaptation and mitigation efforts within 
limited resources is challenging.

Opportunities:

z	Renewable Energy Leadership: India’s ambitious 
renewable energy targets present an opportunity to 
become a global leader in clean energy.
�	The potential to create a robust domestic 

renewable energy industry can boost economic 
growth and job creation.

z	Green Technology Innovation: Investing in R&D for 
green technologies can position India as an innovator 
and exporter of climate solutions.
�	Opportunities for start-ups and entrepreneurs in 

the cleantech sector can drive economic growth.
z	Climate Diplomacy and Soft Power: India’s leadership 

in initiatives like ISA enhances its soft power and 
diplomatic influence.
�	Potential to bridge North-South divides in climate 

negotiations, positioning India as a key mediator.
z	Climate-Resilient Agriculture: Developing and 

implementing climate-resilient agricultural practices 
can enhance food security and rural livelihoods.
�	Potential to become a global leader in sustainable 

agriculture techniques suitable for tropical and 
subtropical regions.

z	Carbon Market Opportunities: India’s large potential 
for emissions reduction presents opportunities in 
global carbon markets.
�	Developing a robust domestic carbon market 

could attract international investment and 
technology transfer.

Conclusion: 

India’s approach to climate diplomacy reflects the 
complex balance between national growth and global 
environmental stewardship. While facing significant 
challenges in transitioning to a low-carbon economy, India 
also possesses unique opportunities to lead in sustainable 
development. As climate negotiations evolve, India’s 
role remains crucial in forging an equitable and effective 
international climate regime.

14. Critically examine the significance of India’s energy 
cooperation with West Asian countries in ensuring its 
energy security. What are the key challenges and how 
can India address them? (250 words)
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Approach: 
z	Give a brief introduction about India’s energy 

security 
z	Highlight the significance of India’s energy 

cooperation with West Asia 
z	Mention the challenges involved in India’s energy 

security 
z	Give a way forward to deal with the challenges 
z	Conclude suitably 

Introduction:

India, the world’s third-largest energy consumer, relies 
heavily on external sources to meet its growing energy 
demands, especially in oil and gas. In 2023, India’s total 
primary energy consumption was 39.02 exajoules, with 
domestic production covering only about 68% of its needs. 
This makes energy cooperation, particularly with West Asian 
countries, crucial for ensuring the country’s energy security 
amidst its rapid economic growth.

Body:

Significance of India’s Energy Cooperation with West Asian 
Countries:

z	Major Suppliers of Oil and Gas: West Asian countries, 
including the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states, 
supply nearly 55-60% of India’s oil and gas imports. 
These nations have been reliable partners in fulfilling 
India’s energy needs, especially for the transportation 
sector, which heavily depends on petroleum imports.

z	Geographical Proximity and Established Networks: 
The Gulf region’s close proximity to India, coupled with 
long-standing buyer-seller relationships, ensures 
efficient and cost-effective energy transportation. This 
proximity minimizes transit times and logistical 
challenges, enhancing India’s energy security.

z	Price Stability and Special Pricing Agreements: 
Countries like Saudi Arabia, UAE, and Qatar offer oil 
and gas at special prices, providing stability in energy 
costs despite global market volatility. These agreements 
are vital for India’s budget planning and economic 
stability.

z	Dependability Amidst Global Market Fluctuations: 
The Gulf states have consistently supplied energy to 
India, even during periods of international market 
instability. Their commitment to maintaining a steady 
supply has been crucial in safeguarding India’s energy 
needs.

z	Strategic Geopolitical Relations: India’s strong political 
and economic ties with West Asian countries contribute 
to securing favorable energy deals and ensuring 
uninterrupted supply. These relationships are key to 
navigating the complex geopolitics of the energy 
market.

Challenges Associated with West Asia for India’s Energy 
Security:
z	Supply Disruptions Due to Political Instability: 

West Asia, contributing approximately 55-60% of 
India’s total oil and gas imports, is a region marked by 
frequent political instability. 
�	Conflicts and tensions in countries like Iraq, Syria, 

and Yemen, or in critical transit points like the 
Strait of Hormuz, can lead to severe disruptions in 
oil supplies. 
�	For instance, any blockade or conflict in the 

Strait of Hormuz could immediately 
jeopardize the transport of around 21.98 
exajoules of oil that India consumed in 2023, 
leading to energy shortages and price spikes.

z	Heavy Reliance on a Few Key Suppliers: India’s 
significant dependence on a few West Asian countries—
such as Saudi Arabia, Iraq, and the UAE—for oil imports 
makes its energy security highly vulnerable to any 
political or economic upheaval in these nations. 
�	In 2023-24, these countries ranked among the top 

suppliers, with Iraq being the second-largest 
source. This reliance, particularly when domestic 
production covered only 32% of total energy 
needs, underscores the risk of supply shocks if 
these key suppliers face instability.

z	Geopolitical Tensions and Rivalries: The complex 
geopolitical environment in West Asia, with rivalries 
between countries like Saudi Arabia and Iran, as well as 
the involvement of external powers like the U.S. and 
Russia, complicates India’s ability to secure 
uninterrupted energy supplies. 
�	India’s need to maintain balanced relations in a 

region rife with alliances and conflicts presents a 
diplomatic challenge, especially when over 35% 
of its primary energy supply, particularly oil and 
gas, is tied to these volatile geopolitics.

z	Impact of International Sanctions: International 
sanctions, particularly those imposed by the U.S. on 
Iran, have significant implications for India’s energy 
security. 
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�	For example, India was forced to drastically reduce 
its oil imports from Iran, a key supplier offering 
favorable terms, due to sanctions, despite the 
high energy demands. 
�	This necessitated a shift to other suppliers, 

often at higher costs and with less favorable 
terms, adding to the complexity of managing 
energy security.

z	Economic Vulnerabilities Due to Oil Price Fluctuations: 
The West Asian oil market is highly susceptible to price 
volatility, driven by regional conflicts, production cuts 
by OPEC countries, or global economic shifts. 
�	Given that India’s oil consumption in 2023 was 

5.44 million barrels per day, any significant price 
rise could strain India’s economy, increasing 
import bills and affecting the balance of payments. 
�	This economic vulnerability is heightened by 

India’s dependence on oil imports for its 
transportation sector, which remains critical 
for overall economic stability.

Ways to Enhance India’s Energy Security Amid West Asian 
Challenges:
z	Diversification of Energy Sources Beyond West Asia: 

India should expedite its efforts to diversify energy 
imports by tapping into alternative regions like Africa, 
Central Asia, and the Americas. 
�	For instance, in 2023-24, Russia became India’s 

largest oil supplier, illustrating the success of 
diversification strategies. Expanding such efforts 
can reduce dependency on West Asia, thereby 
mitigating risks associated with regional instability.

z	Strengthening Strategic Partnerships and Hedging 
Risks: By fostering strong bilateral relations with both 
Iran and Saudi Arabia, especially in the wake of their 
recent diplomatic rapprochement, India can hedge 
against potential supply disruptions. 
�	This approach allows India to negotiate better 

deals and secure stable, long-term energy 
supplies, thus insulating its economy from the 
volatility of the global oil market.

z	Enhancing Domestic Production and Strategic 
Reserves: Investing in domestic oil and gas exploration, 
along with expanding refining capacities, is crucial for 
reducing India’s import dependency. 
�	In 2023, India’s domestic production met only 

32% of its total energy consumption needs. 
Additionally, increasing strategic petroleum 

reserves—currently capable of covering about 9.5 
days of imports—can provide a buffer against 
short-term disruptions caused by geopolitical 
tensions in West Asia.

z	Promoting Regional Stability for Secure Energy 
Supplies: India can leverage its growing diplomatic 
influence to advocate for peaceful conflict resolution in 
West Asia. 
�	A more stable region directly correlates with a 

more reliable and steady energy supply chain, 
crucial for meeting India’s burgeoning energy 
demands, which stood at 35.16 exajoules in 2023.

z	Accelerating Investment in Renewable Energy 
Sources: By intensifying its focus on renewable energy, 
such as solar and wind, India can significantly reduce its 
reliance on fossil fuels imported from West Asia. 
�	With the potential to harness up to 2500 GW of 

solar energy annually, increasing renewable 
energy capacity is key to achieving energy 
independence and aligning with India’s net-zero 
carbon targets.

Conclusion:

In conclusion, while West Asia remains pivotal to 
India’s energy security, the region’s political instability and 
economic volatility pose significant challenges. To mitigate 
these risks, India must diversify its energy sources, strengthen 
strategic partnerships, and enhance domestic production. 
Additionally, investing in renewable energy and advocating 
for regional stability will be crucial for securing long-term 
energy independence and economic resilience.

15. Examine India’s recent engagements with Central Asian 
countries and their significance for India’s strategic 
interests. (150 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce by highlighting India’s renewed focus on 

Central Asia in recent years
z	Delve into India’s Recent Engagement with Central 

Asian Countries
z	Highlight the Significance of Central Asia for India’s 

Strategic Interests
z	Conclude suitably. 

Introduction:
The “Connect Central Asia” policy, initiated in 2012, 

has evolved into a multifaceted approach encompassing 
diplomatic, economic, cultural, and security dimensions.
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�	The Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation 
(ITEC) program offers scholarships annually to 
Central Asian countries, fostering educational 
and professional linkages.

Conclusion: 
India’s renewed focus on Central Asia in recent years 

marks a significant shift in its foreign policy paradigm, 
reflecting a strategic recalibration to enhance its geopolitical 
influence and economic footprint in this pivotal region.

Social Justice
16. Analyze the root causes of child labor in India. Also, 

discuss the effectiveness of government programs in 
eradicating child labor. (250 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by highlighting the extent of 

child labour in india
z	Give root causes of child labor in India
z	Delve into the effectiveness of government programs 

in eradicating child labor
z	Give a way forward
z	Conclude suitably. 

Introduction:
Child labor remains a significant challenge in India, with 

millions of children engaged in work instead of receiving 
education and enjoying their childhood. 
z	Despite protections, including Article 24 of the Indian 

Constitution, the practice persists due to complex 
socio-economic factors. 

Body: 
Root Causes of Child Labor in India
z	Poverty and Economic Necessity: Poverty remains a 

primary driver of child labor in India. 
�	Multidimensional poverty in India was 11.28% in 

2022-23. 
�	A study by the International Labour Organization 

(ILO) found that in some rural areas, child workers 
contribute up to 25-40% of the family income. 

�	This economic dependence creates a cycle where 
children are compelled to work instead of 
attending school, perpetuating intergenerational 
poverty and limiting future opportunities for 
social mobility.

z	Lack of Access to Quality Education: Despite 
improvements in India’s education system, access to 

z	The watershed moment in India’s Central Asian 
diplomacy came with the first India-Central Asia 
Summit in January 2022. 

India’s Recent Engagement with Central Asian Countries: 
z	Connectivity:  The development of the Chabahar Port 

in Iran, with India’s investment of USD 500 million, 
serves as a gateway to Central Asia, circumventing the 
geopolitical challenges posed by Pakistan. 
�	The International North-South Transport 

Corridor (INSTC), a 7,200 km multi-modal 
network, promises to slash transit times between 
India and Central Asia by up to 40%. 

z	Energy Security: Central Asia’s vast hydrocarbon 
reserves align with India’s growing energy needs, 
fostering a natural synergy. Key developments include:
�	The Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India 

(TAPI) Pipeline, despite geopolitical hurdles, 
remains a cornerstone of India’s energy 
diversification strategy. 

�	Nuclear fuel corporation has seen notable 
progress, with Kazakhstan supplying India with 
5,000 tonnes of uranium between 2015-2019. 
�	This partnership is crucial for India’s ambitious 

nuclear energy program, which aims to 
increase nuclear power capacity to 22,480 
MWe by 2031.

z	Defense and Security Cooperation: India’s security 
engagement with Central Asia has deepened, driven by 
shared concerns over terrorism, extremism, and 
regional stability. Key initiatives include:
�	Regular joint military exercises, such as the India-

Kazakhstan “KAZIND” exercise and counter-
terrorism drills with Kyrgyzstan, enhance 
interoperability and strategic trust.

�	The establishment of the India-Central Asia Joint 
Working Group on Afghanistan in 2020 reflects a 
coordinated approach to regional security 
challenges, particularly in light of the evolving 
situation in Afghanistan post-2021.

�	India’s full membership in the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) since 2017 has 
provided an additional multilateral platform for 
security cooperation and strategic dialogue with 
Central Asian partners.

z	Cultural and People-to-People Ties: Recognizing the 
soft power potential of cultural affinities, India has 
intensified its cultural diplomacy:
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quality education remains a challenge for many 
children. 
�	According to the Annual Status of Education 

Report (ASER) 2023, 42% of children in the 14 to 
18 age group in rural India have difficulty in 
reading.

�	The UDISE+ 2021-22 data shows that the dropout 
rate is highest at the secondary level (9-10) with 
12.6%. 

z	Inadequate Law Enforcement: While India has 
comprehensive laws against child labor, enforcement 
remains a significant challenge. 
�	The Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) 

Amendment Act of 2016 prohibits employment 
of children below 14 years in all occupations, with 
some exceptions. 

�	However, lack of labor inspectors and the 
prevalence of informal sector employment make 
it difficult to monitor and prosecute violations 
effectively.

z	Demand for Cheap Labor: The demand for cheap, 
unskilled labor in various industries perpetuates child 
labor. 
�	Sectors such as agriculture, manufacturing, and 

domestic work often rely on child workers to 
reduce costs. 

Effectiveness of Government Programs in Eradicating Child 
Labor: 

z	National Child Labour Project (NCLP): The NCLP, 
launched in 1988, aims to rehabilitate child workers 
through education and vocational training. 
�	 However, its effectiveness has been limited by 

insufficient funding and inadequate monitoring. 
�	The program’s impact has been further diluted by 

its inability to address root causes like poverty 
and lack of quality mainstream education.

z	Right to Education Act (RTE): Implemented in 2010, 
the RTE Act mandates free and compulsory education 
for all children aged 6-14. 
�	While the RTE has improved access to education, 

it has not necessarily provided quality education 
that could effectively compete with the 
immediate economic benefits of child labor.

z	Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 
2015: Provides a legal framework for the care and 

protection of children. However, its implementation 
varies across states.

z	Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA): Focuses on universalizing 
elementary education, indirectly addressing child labor 
by providing alternatives. However, challenges persist 
in terms of retention.

z	PENCIL (Platform for Effective Enforcement for No 
Child Labour): An online portal to ensure effective 
enforcement of the provisions of the Child and 
Adolescent Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 
1986.
�	Its primary functions include centralizing child 

labor data, facilitating complaint registration, and 
coordinating response efforts among government 
agencies, NGOs, and the public. However, its 
implementation has remained weak

Way Forward

z	Educate to Elevate: Ensure effective implementation of 
National Education Policy 2020, Improve the quality of 
education in government schools by enhancing teacher 
training and infrastructure. 
�	Introduce skill-based learning from the primary 

level to make education more relevant and 
engaging. 

z	Empower Families, Empower Children: Expand and 
improve conditional cash transfer programs to 
incentivize families to keep children in school. 
�	Provide vocational training and microfinance 

opportunities to parents to increase household 
income. 

z	Community Champions: Train local leaders as child 
labor prevention advocates to create grassroots-level 
awareness. 
�	Establish community vigilance committees to 

monitor and report child labor cases. 
�	Organize awareness campaigns in vulnerable 

areas and implement peer education programs 
for children and parents to foster community-
driven change.

z	Law with Teeth: Increase the number and capacity of 
labor inspectors to improve enforcement of child labor 
laws. 
�	Implement stricter penalties for employers of 

child labor and establish fast-track courts for 
speedy resolution of cases. 
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z	Bridge the Gap: Develop targeted programs for rescued 
child laborers to reintegrate them into society. 
�	Provide accelerated learning programs to help 

children catch up academically and offer 
counseling and rehabilitation services. 

�	Create mentorship programs pairing rescued 
children with successful adults to inspire and 
guide them.

z	Corporate Accountability: Mandate child labor audits 
for all businesses and implement preferential 
government contracts for child labor-free companies. 

�	Encourage corporate social responsibility 
initiatives focused on education and skill 
development in vulnerable communities.

Conclusion:
Eradicating child labor requires a multi-faceted approach 

that addresses both the immediate causes and the underlying 
structural issues to protect child rights and ensure their 
education as highlighted by the Supreme Court in M.C. 
Mehta vs State Of Tamil Nadu And Others. While government 
programs have made some progress, concerted efforts are 
needed to create a child-labor-free India.

nnn
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Economy
17. Discuss the role of digital payments in financial inclusion 

and empowerment . Examine the challenges and 
opportunities in expanding digital financial services to 
rural India. (250 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by highlighting Digital India 

and UPI
z	Delve into role of digital payments in financial 

inclusion and empowerment
z	Highlight the challenges in expanding digital financial 

services to rural India
z	Give opportunities in expanding digital financial 

services to rural India
z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction: 
Digital payments have emerged as a powerful tool for 

financial inclusion, extending the reach of banking services to 
the last mile. The Digital India initiative, with its emphasis on 
leveraging technology for development, has propelled India 
towards a cashless economy.  
z	At the forefront of this revolution is the Unified 

Payments Interface (UPI), which has democratized 
payment systems. 

Body: 
Role of Digital Payments in Financial Inclusion and 
Empowerment
z	Accessibility: Digital payments provide easy access to 

financial services for the unbanked and underbanked 
populations.
�	The Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) 

has led to the opening of over 430 million bank 
accounts as of 2021, many of which are now 
linked to digital payment systems.

z	Cost-Effectiveness: Digital transactions reduce the cost 
of financial services for both providers and users.
�	The cost of a digital transaction can be as low as 

1/10th of a physical transaction.
z	Transparency and Accountability: Digital payments 

create a traceable record, reducing corruption and 
leakages in government schemes.
�	Government has been able to save ₹2.5 lakh 

crore through Direct Benefit Transfer.

z	Women Empowerment: Digital payments provide 
women with greater control over their finances and 
increased privacy.
�	The Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana uses 

digital payments to directly transfer maternity 
benefits to women’s accounts.

Challenges in Expanding Digital Financial Services to Rural 
India
z	Limited Digital Infrastructure: Limited internet 

connectivity and unreliable electricity supply in rural 
areas hinder digital payment adoption.
�	Only 24% of rural households have internet 

access, compared to 66% in cities.
z	Digital Illiteracy: Low levels of digital literacy in rural 

areas (25%) pose a significant barrier to adoption.
z	Trust and Security Concerns: Fear of fraud and lack of 

trust in digital systems persist, especially among rural 
populations.
�	2,545 cases of digital transaction frauds were 

reported in FY 2020-21, affecting public 
confidence.

z	Language Barriers: Most digital payment interfaces are 
in English, creating difficulties for rural users.
�	While UPI supports a good set of Indian languages, 

many other digital payment platforms are still 
predominantly in English.

Opportunities in Expanding Digital Financial Services to 
Rural India
z	Technological Innovations: Innovations like offline 

UPI, voice-based payments, and feature phone-based 
services can increase rural adoption.
�	NPCI’s launch of UPI123Pay is a significant step in 

this direction.
z	Financial Literacy Campaigns: Targeted campaigns can 

increase awareness and adoption of digital financial 
services in rural areas.
�	RBI’s Financial Literacy Centers (FLCs) is a good 

step in this direction. 
z	Agri-tech Financial Integration: Integrating digital 

financial services with agri-tech platforms can create a 
comprehensive ecosystem for rural farmers. 
�	This can include features like weather-based crop 

insurance, supply chain financing, and market 
linkage platforms with integrated payment 
solutions.

GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-3
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�	Such integration can improve farmers’ access to 
credit, risk management tools, and market 
opportunities.

z	Collaborative Banking Models: Encouraging 
partnerships between traditional banks, fintech 
companies, and local institutions like post offices or 
cooperatives can extend the reach of digital financial 
services. 
�	These collaborations can leverage existing rural 

networks and trust relationships to introduce new 
digital products

Conclusion: 
By bridging the digital divide, enhancing financial 

literacy, and strengthening digital infrastructure, India can 
unlock the full potential of digital payments that can in turn 
catalyze economic growth, reduce poverty, and empower 
millions transitioned from cash based to less cash and then 
cashless economy. 

18. India’s GDP growth rate has shown resilience amidst 
global economic challenges. Analyze the factors 
contributing to this growth and discuss the potential risks 
that could impact India’s economic trajectory in the near 
future.  (250 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by quoting data related to 

India’s GDP growth rate. 
z	Delve into the factors contributing to India’s 

economic growth
z	Highlight potential risks to India’s economic 

trajectory
z	Conclude suitably. 

Introduction:
The Reserve Bank of India forecasts robust growth, 

with real GDP expected to grow by 7% in 2024-25. Despite 
geopolitical tensions, supply chain disruptions, and 
tightening financial conditions, India’s growth remains strong. 
Body: 
Factors Contributing to India’s Economic Growth
z	Domestic Market-Shielding from Global Turbulence: 

India’s large domestic market has acted as a buffer 
against global economic headwinds. 
�	With a population of 1.4 billion and a growing 

middle class, internal consumption has helped 
maintain economic momentum. 

�	In 2022, when many developed economies 
struggled, India’s private consumption 

expenditure grew by 3.5% year-over-year in Q3 
of FY 2024.

z	Services-Led Growth-Riding the Digital Wave: India’s 
IT and digital services sector has continued to thrive 
despite global uncertainties. 
�	As developed countries seek cost-effective digital 

solutions, Indian IT companies have seen 
sustained demand. 

�	The services sector grew by 7% year-over-year in 
Q3 of FY 2024. 

z	Diversified Export Basket-Spreading the Risk: Unlike 
many developing countries reliant on a few export 
commodities, India has a diversified export portfolio. 
�	When global demand for certain goods declined, 

others picked up the slack.
�	For instance, while textile exports faced 

challenges, engineering goods exports grew by 
2.13% in 2023-24, helping maintain overall export 
stability.

z	Strategic Policy Measures: The Indian government’s 
proactive policies have helped mitigate global shocks. 
�	The Production-Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme, 

launched across 14 key sectors, has attracted 
investments and boosted domestic manufacturing. 

�	The manufacturing sector has demonstrated 
impressive growth, expanding by 11.6% year-
over-year in Q3 of FY 2024. 

z	Digital Transformation: India is witnessing a digital 
revolution through initiatives like Digital India and the 
democratization of the Unified Payment Interface, 
with internet penetration growing at 8% year-on-year 
in 2023. 
�	This digital push is transforming industries, 

creating new growth opportunities, and enhancing 
productivity across sectors.

Potential Risks to India’s Economic Trajectory
z	Job Creation Lag: While India boasts impressive 

economic growth, it has not translated into sufficient 
job creation. 
�	The unemployment rate in India was 8.1% in April 

2024. (CMIE’s Consumer Pyramids Household 
Survey). 

z	Persistent Inequality: The gap between rich and poor 
in India remains wide, with the Gini coefficient standing 
at 0.4197 in 2022-23. 
�	India’s wealth inequality is at a six-decade high, 

with the top 1% owning 40.1% of wealth. (World 
Inequality Lab)
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z	Export Struggle: Despite policy incentives, India’s 
exports shrunk 3% in FY24. 
�	The merchandise trade deficit stood at USD 19.1 

billion during April 2024, up from USD 14.44 
billion during April 2023, indicating challenges in 
maintaining export competitiveness in the global 
market.

z	Climate Change Risks: India’s rapid industrialization 
and urbanization have come at the cost of environmental 
degradation. 
�	The Reserve Bank of India suggests that up to 

4.5% of India’s GDP could be at risk by 2030 due 
to climate change impacts.

z	Potential Fiscal Slippage Risks: The general government 
fiscal deficit, while declining, is still projected at 6.8% 
of GDP by FY28 as per S&P Global. 
�	Any deviation from the fiscal consolidation path 

could impact India’s credit ratings and borrowing 
costs, potentially affecting overall economic 
stability.

Conclusion:
India’s economic growth has been impressive, driven 

by domestic demand, manufacturing resurgence, and a 
digital boom. India’s success in navigating challenges like job 
creation,fiscal pressures, inequality, and climate change risks 
will determine its ability to achieve its aspiration of becoming 
a developed economy by 2047.

Science and Technology
19. Discuss the impact of cyber-attacks, particularly 

Distributed Denial of Service (DDoS) attacks, on the 
operational efficiency of online platforms and analyze 
their broader implications for public discourse and 
national security. (250 Words)

Approach: 
z	Give a brief introduction about the impact  DDoS 

attack
z	Mention the impact of DDoS attack on Operational 

efficiency of online platforms 
z	Highlight the broader implications for Public 

discourse and National Security 
z	Give a way forward to deal with DDoS attack 
z	Conclude suitably 

Introduction:
Cyber-attacks, especially Distributed Denial of Service 

(DDoS) attacks, have emerged as significant threats to the 

operational efficiency of online platforms. By overwhelming 
systems with excessive traffic, these attacks disrupt services, 
causing financial losses, compromising user experience, and 
posing broader risks to public discourse and national security.
Impact on Operational Efficiency:
z	Service Disruption and Downtime: DDoS attacks flood 

targeted online platforms with an overwhelming 
amount of traffic, rendering services inaccessible. This 
leads to prolonged downtime, affecting the platform’s 
availability to users. 
�	For example, in 2020, Amazon Web Services 

(AWS) experienced a significant DDoS attack that 
disrupted its services for hours, highlighting the 
vulnerability of even the largest platforms.

z	Financial Losses: The downtime caused by DDoS 
attacks results in direct financial losses due to lost 
business opportunities, legal liabilities, and the costs 
associated with mitigating the attack. 
�	Research estimates that a single minute of 

downtime during peak business hours can cost 
large corporations up to $5,600, emphasizing the 
severe economic impact.

z	Decreased User Trust and Reputation Damage: 
Continuous or severe DDoS attacks can erode user 
trust, as customers may perceive the platform as 
unreliable or insecure. 
�	This can lead to a loss of customer base and long-

term reputational damage, which is difficult to 
recover from.

z	Increased Operational Costs: Companies must invest 
in robust cybersecurity measures to defend against 
DDoS attacks, which raises operational costs. 
�	This includes implementing advanced firewalls, 

DDoS mitigation services, and employing 
cybersecurity experts to constantly monitor and 
update security protocols.

Broader Implications for Public Discourse:
z	Censorship and Freedom of Speech: DDoS attacks can 

be used to silence voices by targeting websites, blogs, 
or platforms that host dissenting opinions or 
controversial content. 
�	For instance, political blogs, independent news 

outlets, and activist websites have been targeted 
by DDoS attacks, disrupting public discourse and 
infringing on freedom of speech.

z	Manipulation of Public Opinion: By targeting specific 
platforms, attackers can manipulate public opinion by 
controlling the availability of information. 
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�	This selective disruption can influence political 
outcomes, social movements, and public 
sentiment, especially during critical periods like 
elections or protests.

z	Impact on E-Governance and Public Services: 
Government websites and e-governance platforms are 
frequent targets of DDoS attacks, leading to service 
outages that hinder the delivery of essential public 
services. 
�	This undermines trust in digital governance and 

hampers citizens’ ability to access critical 
information and services.

National Security Implications:
z	Critical Infrastructure Vulnerability: DDoS attacks can 

target critical national infrastructure, such as power 
grids, financial systems, and communication networks, 
leading to widespread disruption and potential 
economic instability. 
�	The 2016 Dyn cyberattack, which disrupted major 

internet platforms across the United States, 
demonstrated how vulnerable critical 
infrastructure can be to such attacks.

z	Cyber Warfare and Espionage: State-sponsored DDoS 
attacks are increasingly used as tools of cyber warfare, 
aimed at destabilizing nations by crippling their online 
infrastructure. 
�	These attacks can be precursors to more 

sophisticated cyber espionage activities, 
compromising national security by stealing 
sensitive data or disrupting government 
operations.

z	National Defense and Response Capabilities: The 
increasing frequency and sophistication of DDoS 
attacks necessitate a strong national defense strategy. 
This includes developing capabilities for rapid response 
and recovery, enhancing public-private partnerships in 
cybersecurity, and fostering international cooperation 
to combat cyber threats.

Way Forward for Addressing DDoS Attacks:
z	Network Resilience:

�	Minimize exposure to DDoS attacks by restricting 
traffic to specific locations, blocking outdated or 
unused ports, and implementing load balancers. 
�	Using an Anycast network can distribute 

traffic across multiple servers, enhancing the 
system’s ability to absorb large-scale attacks 
without service disruptions.

z	Real-Time Threat Monitoring and Adaptive Response:
�	Employ continuous log monitoring and threat 

detection to identify unusual traffic patterns, 
enabling swift adaptation to emerging threats. 
�	This includes blocking suspicious IPs and 

protocols in real-time, reducing the likelihood 
of successful DDoS attacks.

z	Rate Limiting and Caching Strategies:
�	Implement rate limiting to control the volume of 

incoming requests, preventing servers from being 
overwhelmed. 
�	Additionally, use content delivery networks 

(CDNs) to cache frequently requested 
resources, which reduces the load on origin 
servers and helps mitigate the impact of 
DDoS attacks.

z	Comprehensive DDoS Mitigation Tools:
�	Deploy Web Application Firewalls (WAFs) to filter 

and block malicious traffic based on customizable 
rules. 
�	Opt for always-on DDoS mitigation services 

that offer adaptive and scalable protection, 
continuously analyzing traffic to respond to 
evolving attack patterns effectively.

Conclusion:

The impact of DDoS attacks on online platforms is 
profound, affecting operational efficiency, public discourse, 
and national security. To mitigate these risks, it is essential 
to strengthen cybersecurity measures, promote resilient 
infrastructure, and develop comprehensive national strategies 
that address the evolving landscape of cyber threats.

20. Examine the role of nuclear techniques in the 
development of science-based global food standards. 
How do these techniques enhance food safety and 
contribute to food security? (250 Words)

Approach: 
z	Give an introduction about nuclear techniques 
z	State the role of nuclear techniques in development 

of global food standards.
z	Mention the role of these techniques in enhancing 

food safety 
z	Highlight how these techniques contribute to food 

security 
z	Conclude suitably 
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Introduction:
Nuclear technology plays a crucial role in advancing 

global food safety standards by offering innovative solutions 
for contamination control, food preservation, and agricultural 
enhancement. Techniques such as food irradiation and 
stable isotope analysis improve food safety and authenticity, 
while methods like the Sterile Insect Technique and genetic 
advancements in crop breeding contribute to pest control and 
resilience. These applications not only enhance food security 
but also support environmental and public health through 
comprehensive monitoring and management strategies.
Body:
Role of Nuclear Techniques in the Development of Science-
Based Global Food Standards
z	Radiation-Based Sterilization: Nuclear techniques like 

gamma irradiation and electron beam processing are 
used to sterilize food, eliminating pathogens without 
compromising food quality. 
�	This process extends the shelf life of food products 

and helps set global standards for food safety.
z	Traceability and Detection: Nuclear methods, such as 

neutron activation analysis, are crucial in detecting 
contaminants and verifying the authenticity of food 
products. 
�	These techniques help identify pesticide residues, 

heavy metals, and other harmful substances, 
ensuring that food safety standards are stringent 
and reliable worldwide.

z	Isotopic Labeling and Tracking: The use of stable 
isotopes in food helps trace and authenticate food 
sources, track the origin of ingredients, and monitor 
the food supply chain. 
�	This transparency is essential for maintaining the 

integrity of global food standards, as it allows for 
the verification of claims regarding food origins 
and quality.

z	Quality Control in Food Processing: Techniques like 
Nuclear Magnetic Resonance (NMR) are employed to 
assess the composition and quality of food products. 
�	By analyzing moisture content, fat levels, and 

other critical parameters, NMR ensures that food 
products meet established quality standards, 
supporting the development of consistent global 
food standards.

Enhancing Food Safety and Contributing to Food Security 
Through Nuclear Techniques
Enhancing Food Safety
z	Pathogen Detection: Nuclear techniques, such as 

radioimmunoassay (RIA) and polymerase chain 

reaction (PCR), provide rapid and sensitive methods for 
detecting harmful pathogens like bacteria, viruses, and 
parasites in food. This early detection allows for timely 
intervention to prevent foodborne illnesses.

z	Residue Analysis: Techniques like neutron activation 
analysis (NAA) and inductively coupled plasma mass 
spectrometry (ICP-MS) enable the accurate detection 
and quantification of pesticide residues, veterinary 
drug residues, and other contaminants in food 
products, ensuring that they meet stringent safety 
standards.

z	Food Irradiation: The use of ionizing radiation to 
preserve food and eliminate pathogens is a safe and 
effective method. Nuclear techniques are crucial for 
monitoring the irradiation process and ensuring that 
the irradiated food meets safety requirements.

Contributing to Food Security
z	Pest Control:

�	Sterile Insect Technique (SIT): This nuclear-based 
method sterilizes male insects using radiation and 
releases them into the environment. The sterilized 
males mate with wild females, leading to no 
offspring and gradually reducing pest populations. 
�	This technique is effective against pests 

threatening agricultural crops and reduces 
the need for chemical pesticides.

�	Protecting Crop Yields: By controlling pest 
populations, SIT helps safeguard crops, improving 
agricultural productivity and contributing to a 
stable and secure food supply.

z	Soil and Water Management:
�	Isotope Hydrology: This technique uses isotopic 

tracers to study water movement and distribution, 
optimizing irrigation practices and managing 
water resources efficiently. 
�	It ensures the sustainability of agricultural 

systems, especially in water-scarce regions.
�	Enhancing Soil Fertility: Nuclear techniques help 

in understanding nutrient cycling in soils, leading 
to better fertilizer management and improved soil 
fertility. 
�	This results in increased crop yields, 

contributing to food security by maximizing 
agricultural land productivity.

z	Improving Crop and Livestock Production:
�	Mutation Breeding: Nuclear techniques induce 

mutations in crops and livestock, leading to high-
yield, pest-resistant, and climate-resilient 
varieties. 



MAINS ANSWER WRITING CONSOLIDATION AUGUST (2024)   29www.dr ish t i IAS.com

�	These improved varieties boost agricultural 
productivity and increase food availability.

�	Sustainable Agriculture: Nuclear techniques 
optimize fertilizer use and improve soil health. 
Tools like neutron probes and isotopic tracers 
enable precise monitoring of nutrient uptake, 
promoting more efficient and environmentally 
friendly farming practices.

�	Nutrition and Growth Monitoring: Isotopic 
techniques track nutrient uptake in plants and 
animals, leading to more efficient use of fertilizers 
and feeds, contributing to higher productivity 
and better food quality.

Conclusion:
Nuclear techniques play a pivotal role in developing 

science-based global food standards and enhancing food 
security through advanced methods for food safety, quality 
assurance, and agricultural improvement.

Looking forward, the continued integration of nuclear 
technology with emerging advancements in biotechnology 
and data analytics is expected to further enhance global food 
safety standards and support resilient food systems, addressing 
future challenges in food security and sustainability.

Biodiversity & Environment
21. Discuss the solid waste management scenario in India. 

Highlight the challenges and opportunities in achieving 
a sustainable waste management system. (250 words)

Approach: 
z	Briefly give an account of the waste scenario in India 
z	Mention the challenges faced by the waste 

management in India 
z	Highlight the opportunities in achieving a sustainable 

waste management system  
z	Suggest measures to improve the waste management 

system in India 
z	Conclude suitably 

Introduction:
India is among the top 10 countries globally in 

generating municipal solid waste (MSW), producing over 62 
million tons annually, according to The Energy and Resources 
Institute (TERI). Of this, only 43 million tons are collected, 
with just 12 million tons treated, leaving 31 million tons 
improperly discarded. A 2021 study from the Journal of Urban 
Management highlights that this waste includes 7.9 million 
tons of hazardous waste and 5.6 million tons of plastic 

waste. As waste generation is projected to rise to 165 million 
tons by 2030, the country faces significant challenges and 
opportunities in achieving sustainable waste management.
Body:
Challenges in Achieving Sustainable Waste Management 
System
z	Infrastructure and Financial Constraints

�	India faces outdated or insufficient infrastructure 
for waste collection, segregation, and processing, 
especially in urban areas where rapid population 
growth and urbanization outpace development.

�	Rural areas often lack access to basic waste 
management facilities, leading to reliance on 
traditional methods like open burning or dumping.

�	Financial constraints in municipalities prevent 
investment in modern waste management 
technologies, leading to inefficient waste 
collection and processing.

z	Public Awareness and Participation
�	Limited public understanding of the importance 

of waste segregation at the source results in 
mixed waste that is challenging to process.

�	Inadequate education on proper waste disposal 
practices, coupled with limited access to recycling 
facilities and a lack of incentives, contributes to 
widespread indifference or lack of knowledge 
about waste management.

z	Technological Limitations and Diverse Waste Streams
�	Reliance on outdated waste processing 

technologies, such as open dumping and 
incineration without proper emission controls, 
exacerbates pollution and health risks.

�	India grapples with a diverse range of waste 
streams, including domestic, industrial, e-waste, 
and biomedical waste, each requiring tailored 
approaches for effective management.

z	Challenges with the Informal Waste Sector and Land 
Scarcity
�	The informal waste sector, crucial to waste 

management in India, faces socio-economic 
vulnerabilities and lacks formal recognition and 
support.

�	The scarcity of land for waste disposal in urban 
areas further complicates the management and 
sustainable treatment of waste, making land a 
critical resource in the waste management 
process.
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Opportunities in Achieving Sustainable Waste Management 
System
z	Utilization of Waste as Resources through Circular 

Economy Practices
�	Emphasizing waste as a resource by promoting 

recycling, reuse, and resource recovery can 
significantly reduce the waste burden. 
�	For instance, Bangalore’s Dry Waste 

Collection Centers (DWCCs) effectively 
manage non-biodegradable waste, improving 
segregation at the source and promoting 
recycling.

�	Implementing Extended Producer 
Responsibility (EPR) ensures that 
manufacturers take responsibility for the 
entire lifecycle of their products, driving 
sustainable waste management practices.

z	Strengthening Regulatory Frameworks and Policy 
Initiatives
�	Establishing a strong regulatory authority and 

enhancing policies like the Swachh Bharat Mission 
can drive innovation, enforce performance 
standards, and improve waste management 
infrastructure. 
�	The success of Indore’s Cleanest City 

Campaign, which includes 100% door-to-
door collection and strict enforcement of 
waste segregation, demonstrates the 
effectiveness of robust policy frameworks in 
achieving high standards of cleanliness and 
waste management.

z	Sustainable Financing and Public-Private Partnerships 
(PPP)
�	Implementing a waste tax to generate funds and 

encouraging PPPs can bring in the necessary 
expertise, technology, and investment for efficient 
waste management.
�	Pune’s SWaCH cooperative, a partnership 

involving waste pickers, showcases how 
community-driven models with financial 
support can lead to significant reductions in 
waste sent to landfills and improve recycling 
rates.

z	Technological Advancements in Waste-to-Energy
�	Investing in waste-to-energy technologies can 

convert non-recyclable waste into valuable 
energy, reducing landfill use and generating 
renewable energy. 

�	Alappuzha’s Zero Waste Initiative, with its 
focus on composting and decentralized waste 
management, highlights how technology and 
local practices can drastically reduce landfill 
dependency while promoting environmental 
sustainability.

z	For instance, Bio-Bean, a UK-based startup converts 
coffee grounds into bio-fuel. They have successfully 
transformed a waste product into a valuable energy 
source, demonstrating the potential of waste to wealth 
conversion.

z	Community Engagement, Education, and Capacity 
Building
�	Enhancing community involvement through 

awareness campaigns and educational programs 
can lead to better waste segregation and reduced 
waste generation. 
�	Capacity building at all levels, including 

grassroots initiatives like Alappuzha’s 
decentralized composting program, is 
essential for long-term sustainability. 

�	Public awareness campaigns, as seen in 
Indore, also play a crucial role in maintaining 
cleanliness and effective waste management.

Suggestions to Improve Waste System in India 
z	Strengthen Public Awareness and Community 

Participation : Engage the public through continuous 
sensitization programs and community involvement. 
Encouraging waste segregation at source and reducing 
littering can significantly improve waste management. 
�	The movement in a heritage town of West Bengal 

exemplifies how public participation can 
transform waste management and create cleaner 
cities.

z	Adopt Region-Specific and Bottom-Up Planning :  
Implement waste management strategies tailored to 
the diverse geographical and cultural contexts of 
different regions in India. Grassroots planning involving 
local communities, self-help groups, and small 
entrepreneurs can create sustainable solutions.
�	 Kerala’s decentralized waste management model 

effectively addresses regional needs, reducing 
landfill dependency.

z	Enhance Regulatory Frameworks and Private Sector 
Involvement : Strengthen legislation and enforcement 
to ensure compliance with waste management 
regulations, and encourage public-private partnerships 
tailored to local conditions. 
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�	Indore, Madhya Pradesh, showcases how strong 
regulations and private sector collaboration can 
lead to efficient waste management and 
consistent cleanliness.

z	Promote Sustainable Financing and Decentralized 
Schemes : Develop revenue generation mechanisms, 
such as waste collection fees based on local economic 
conditions. 
�	Decentralized schemes like Bangalore’s “Swaccha 

Bangalore” enhance financial resources for waste 
management, reducing the burden on centralized 
systems and improving overall service delivery.

Conclusion:
India’s path to effective waste management is 

challenging but enriched with innovative solutions and 
determined efforts. Embracing advanced technologies, 
nurturing public-private partnerships, and boosting public 
awareness are key to creating a cleaner and more sustainable 
future. Success depends on the collaborative efforts of the 
government, private sector, and citizens to tackle the waste 
management crisis and secure a healthier environment for 
future generations.

22. The concept of ‘nature-based solutions’ is gaining 
traction globally. Discuss how India can effectively 
incorporate this approach in its environmental policy and 
biodiversity conservation efforts. (150 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce by defining the Nature based Solutions
z	Give supporting arguments to Rising Global Interest 

in Nature-Based Solutions
z	Suggest ways to incorporate NbS in India’s 

Environmental Policy
z	Suggest ways to incorporate NbS in India’s 

Biodiversity Conservation
z	Conclude suitably. 

Introduction: 
Nature-based solutions (NbS) are actions to protect, 

sustainably manage, and restore natural or modified 
ecosystems that address societal challenges effectively and 
adaptively, simultaneously providing human well-being and 
biodiversity benefits. 
z	This concept is gaining global importance as countries 

seek sustainable ways to address climate change, 
disaster risk reduction, and biodiversity loss.

z	India, with its diverse ecosystems and rich biodiversity, 
has significant potential to implement NbS. 

Body: 
Rising Global Interest in Nature-Based Solutions: 
z	In 2022, in a landmark decision, the United Nations 

Environment Assembly formally recognized nature-
based solutions.

z	The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) has 
incorporated NbS into its post-2020 Global Biodiversity 
Framework.

z	The UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration (2021-
2030) emphasizes NbS as a key approach to achieving 
its goals.

Incorporating NbS in India’s Environmental Policy:
z	Policy Framework: India can integrate NbS into its 

existing environmental policies and create new, 
dedicated policies. For example:
�	Updating the National Biodiversity Action Plan to 

explicitly include NbS strategies.
�	Incorporating NbS into the National Action Plan 

on Climate Change.
�	Developing a specific Nature-based Solutions 

Policy to guide implementation across sectors.
z	Cross-sectoral Integration: NbS should be integrated 

across various sectors, including agriculture, urban 
development, water management, and disaster risk 
reduction. For instance:
�	Urban planning policies can mandate green 

infrastructure and urban forests.
z	Financial Mechanisms: Establish dedicated funding 

mechanisms for NbS projects:
�	Create a Nature-based Solutions Fund, similar to 

the existing National Adaptation Fund.
�	Incentivize private sector investment through tax 

benefits and green bonds.
Incorporating NbS in India’s Biodiversity Conservation:
z	Ecosystem Restoration: Scale up ecosystem restoration 

efforts using NbS principles:
�	Expand mangrove restoration along coastlines 

for coastal protection and biodiversity 
enhancement.

�	Restore degraded forests through assisted 
natural regeneration and community forestry.

�	Example: The Sundarbans Mangrove Restoration 
Project in West Bengal, which not only enhances 
biodiversity but also provides storm protection 
and livelihood opportunities.
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z	Protected Area Management: Enhance protected area 
management using NbS approaches:
�	Implement buffer zone management strategies 

that benefit both wildlife and local communities.
�	Use ecological corridors to connect fragmented 

habitats.
�	Example: The Kaziranga-Karbi Anglong Landscape 

conservation initiative, which uses corridors to 
connect Kaziranga National Park with surrounding 
forests.

z	Urban Biodiversity: Promote urban biodiversity 
through NbS:
�	Develop urban wetlands for stormwater 

management and biodiversity.
�	Example: The Yamuna Biodiversity Park in Delhi, 

which has restored native flora and fauna while 
providing ecosystem services to the city.

z	Agro-biodiversity Conservation: Integrate NbS in 
agricultural landscapes:
�	Promote traditional agroforestry systems like 

‘Dehesa’ in Spain or ‘Khejri’ in Rajasthan.
�	Example: The NABARD-funded Wadi project in 

tribal areas, which combines fruit tree cultivation 
with forestry and agriculture.

z	Community-based Conservation: Empower local 
communities in NbS implementation:
�	Scale up Joint Forest Management and Community 

Forest Resource rights under the Forest Rights 
Act.

�	Example: The Khonoma Nature Conservation 
and Tragopan Sanctuary in Nagaland, managed 
by the local community.

Conclusion: 

By leveraging its rich natural capital and traditional 
knowledge, India can become a global leader in NbS 
implementation. This approach not only enhances 
biodiversity conservation but also contributes to climate 
change mitigation and adaptation, disaster risk reduction, 
and sustainable development.

Internal Security
23. Analyze the growing threat of cyberterrorism to India’s 

internal security. Discuss the measures taken by the 
government to combat this menace. (150 words)

Approach: 
z	Give a brief introduction about cyberterrorism and 

Internal security 
z	Mention threats of Cyberterrorism in India 
z	Highlight the steps taken by government to combat 

the menace
z	Suggest the measures to improve this menace and 

India’s internal security
z	Conclude suitably 

Introduction:
Cyberterrorism merges cyberspace with terrorism, 

involving unlawful attacks on computers and networks to 
intimidate or coerce governments or populations for political 
or social ends. Such attacks, which must result in violence or 
significant harm, can target critical infrastructure, causing 
severe economic losses or fear. In India, this evolving threat 
challenges internal security, prompting the government to 
implement robust cybersecurity measures to protect against 
potential disruptions and safeguard national stability.
Body:
Growing Threat of Cyberterrorism to India’s Internal 
Security
z	Increased Digital Footprint:

�	India, with the second-largest online market 
globally, faces heightened risk as its vast digital 
population becomes a target for cyberterrorism. 

�	The expansive digital infrastructure offers ample 
opportunities for terrorists to exploit technology 
for malicious purposes.

z	Notable Terrorist Incidents: 
�	High-profile attacks such as the URI attack, 

Pulwama assault, and 26/11 Mumbai incident 
have demonstrated the significant role of digital 
technology in executing and coordinating terrorist 
operations.

�	For instance, the Mumbai attackers used Google 
Earth, mobile networks, and social media for 
planning and real-time communication, 
highlighting the vulnerability of critical information 
systems.

z	Rising Cyber Threats: 
�	In 2020, CERT-In reported handling over 1.1 

million cyber terrorism-related threats, including 
a variety of attacks such as malware propagation, 
phishing, and ransomware. 
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�	This surge in cyber threats indicates a growing 
challenge to national security and the need for 
robust cybersecurity measures.

z	Exploitation of Digital Tools: 
�	Terrorists leverage digital tools for information 

gathering and operational coordination, as 
evidenced by the extensive use of 
telecommunication and internet resources in 
previous attacks. 

�	This misuse of technology underscores the critical 
need for enhanced digital defenses to prevent 
future incidents.

z	Impact on National Security: 
�	Cyberterrorism poses a severe risk to internal 

security by potentially causing large-scale 
disruptions, economic losses, and fear among the 
populace. 

�	The ability of cyberterrorists to compromise 
critical infrastructure and sensitive information 
threatens the stability and safety of the nation.

Measures Taken by the Government of India to Combat 
Cyberterrorism

z	Establishment of Defense Cyber Agency: Created 
under the Ministry of Defense to reduce cyber crimes 
across the Indian Army, Navy, and Air Force.

z	Formation of Cyber Emergency Response Teams 
(CERT): Established to respond to and manage 
cybersecurity incidents and threats.

z	Creation of National Cyber Coordination Centre 
(NCCC): Central hub for dealing with cyber threats and 
terrorism, integrating all CERTs and ISACs for 
streamlined information flow.

z	Launch of Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre 
(I4C): Operates under the Ministry of Home Affairs 
(MHA) to address cybercrime and cyberterrorism 
comprehensively.

z	Implementation of Cyber Audits and Policy Guidelines: 
Ensures robust cybersecurity measures for the Armed 
Forces, including physical checks and policy 
enforcement.

z	Conduct of Regular Cybersecurity Drills: Mock 
exercises to enhance preparedness and response to 
cyber threats.

z	Routing Internet Traffic Within India: Efforts to ensure 
that internet traffic originating and ending in India 

remains within national borders, in collaboration with 
government ministries, ISPs(Internet Service 
Providers), and NIXI(National Internet Exchange of 
India).

z	Establishment of Cyber Swachhta Kendra: Botnet 
Cleaning and Malware Analysis Centre to identify and 
remove malicious programs, offering free tools for 
malware removal.

Suggestions to Improve Cybersecurity and Enhance India’s 
Internal Security
z	Strengthen the Legal Framework: 

�	Update and expand the Information Technology 
(IT) Act of 2000 to address gaps and limitations. 

�	Enact comprehensive laws covering cyber 
terrorism, cyber warfare, espionage, and fraud 
with clear definitions, procedures, and penalties.

z	Enhance Cybersecurity Capabilities: 
�	Invest in developing technical staff, cyber forensics 

facilities, and cybersecurity standards. 
�	Establish cyber security centers of excellence and 

foster better coordination and collaboration 
among stakeholders.

z	Establish a Cybersecurity Board: 
�	Create a board with representatives from 

government and private sectors to analyze 
significant cyber incidents, recommend 
improvements, and adopt a zero-trust architecture 
and standardized response protocols.

z	Expand International Cooperation:
�	Engage with global and regional organizations to 

share best practices, threat intelligence, and 
harmonize cyber laws. 

�	Actively participate in dialogues and initiatives 
like the ASEAN Regional Forum and Indo-US Cyber 
Security Forum to address common cybersecurity 
challenges.

Conclusion:
As India continues to expand its digital landscape, 

strengthening cybersecurity remains paramount to 
safeguarding national security. Future efforts should focus 
on fortifying legal frameworks, advancing technological 
capabilities, and enhancing international cooperation to stay 
ahead of evolving cyber threats. By fostering a proactive and 
collaborative approach, India can better protect its critical 
infrastructure and ensure a secure digital environment for 
its citizens.
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 Disaster Management
24. Discuss the causes of urban flooding in India. How can 

sustainable urban planning contribute to flood resilience? 
(150 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by defining urban flooding
z	Give me Causes of Urban Flooding in India
z	Highlight Sustainable Urban Planning for Flood 

Resilience
z	Conclude suitably. 

Introduction: 

Urban flooding occurs when intense and prolonged 
rainfall overwhelms the drainage systems of urban areas, 
leading to water accumulation on streets, roads, and 
buildings. It can also result from other factors such as poor 
drainage infrastructure and encroachment on natural water 
bodies.

z	The confluence of rapid urbanization, climate change, 
and inadequate urban planning has exacerbated this 
crisis. 

Body: 

Causes of Urban Flooding in India:

z	Rapid Urbanization and Poor Planning: India’s cities 
are expanding at an unprecedented rate, often 
without adequate infrastructure planning. 
�	This leads to the concretization of natural drainage 

systems and encroachment on floodplains. 
�	For instance, the 2022 Bengaluru floods were 

exacerbated by construction in low-lying areas 
and lake beds, disrupting natural water flow.

z	Inadequate Drainage Systems: Many Indian cities have 
outdated and undersized drainage systems that cannot 
cope with intense rainfall. 
�	Mumbai’s century-old drainage system, for 

example, is frequently overwhelmed during 
monsoons, leading to widespread flooding as 
seen 2023.

z	Climate change and Extreme Weather Events: Climate 
change is increasing the frequency and intensity of 
extreme rainfall events. 
�	The 2023 Delhi floods, caused by the Yamuna 

River overflowing due to record-breaking rainfall, 
exemplify this trend.

z	Solid waste Mismanagement: Improper disposal of 
solid waste often clogs drainage systems, exacerbating 
flooding. 
�	This was a significant factor in the 2023 floods in 

Himachal Pradesh, where plastic waste blocked 
natural and artificial drainage channels.

z	Loss of Water Bodies and Green Spaces: Urbanization 
has led to the destruction of natural water bodies and 
green spaces that act as natural flood buffers. 
�	The shrinking of Chennai’s Pallikaranai marshland 

from 50 sq km to just 3.17 sq km has contributed 
to the city’s recurring flood problems.

z	Deforestation in Catchment Areas: Deforestation in 
the upper catchment areas of rivers increases runoff 
and siltation, leading to more frequent and severe 
urban flooding downstream. 
�	This has been observed in the case of Assam’s 

recurring floods affecting cities like Guwahati.
Sustainable Urban Planning for Flood Resilience:
z	Integrated Watershed Management: Implementing 

comprehensive watershed management plans that 
consider entire river basins can help mitigate flooding. 
�	The “Room for the River” project in the 

Netherlands, which creates space for rivers to 
overflow safely, could be adapted for Indian cities.

z	Green Infrastructure and Nature-based Solutions: 
Incorporating green infrastructure like rain gardens, 
bioswales, and permeable pavements can help absorb 
and filter stormwater. 

z	Sponge City Concept: Adopting the “sponge city” 
approach, which aims to absorb, clean, and use rainfall 
in an ecologically friendly way. 
�	Mumbai’s efforts to implement sponge city 

principles in its new development plan are 
noteworthy.

z	Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems: Implementing 
SUDS can help manage surface water by slowing down 
and reducing runoff. 
�	Enforcing strict zoning laws to prevent 

construction in floodplains and low-lying areas. 
z	Restoration of Water Bodies and Wetlands: Reviving 

and protecting urban water bodies and wetlands can 
significantly enhance flood resilience. 
�	The restoration of Bengaluru’s Jakkur Lake has 

improved the area’s flood resilience while 
providing other ecological benefits.
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z	Community Engagement and Early Warning Systems: 
Involving communities in flood management and 
implementing robust early warning systems.
�	Ahmedabad’s heat action plan, which includes 

community outreach, could be adapted for flood 
resilience.

Conclusion:
Addressing urban flooding in India requires a shift to 

sustainable, nature-based urban planning, aligned with SDGs 
6, 11 and 13. By implementing adaptive infrastructure and 
fostering community resilience, Indian cities can become 
models of flood resilience and sustainable development.

nnn
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Theoretical Questions
25. Discuss the role of emotions in moral decision-making. 

Are emotions a hindrance or a help to ethical reasoning? 
(150 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by highlighting the interplay 

between reason and emotion 
z	Give arguments for Emotions as a Help to Ethical 

Reasoning
z	Give arguments for Emotions as a Hindrance to 

Ethical Reasoning
z	Give ways to balance Reason and Emotion
z	Conclude positively.

Introduction:
The intricate interplay between reason and emotion has 

long fascinated philosophers and psychologists. 
z	In the realm of moral decision-making, this interplay 

becomes even more complex. While reason is often 
hailed as the cornerstone of ethical judgment, emotions 
are increasingly recognized as significant contributors 
to the moral compass. 

Body: 
Emotions as a Help to Ethical Reasoning
z	Moral Intuition: Emotions often provide rapid, 

intuitive responses to moral dilemmas. 
�	This gut feeling can be a valuable first step in 

ethical decision-making, prompting further 
deliberation. 

�	For instance, empathy towards the suffering of 
others can motivate altruistic behavior.   

z	Moral Motivation: Emotions like guilt, shame, and 
pride can serve as powerful motivators for ethical 
conduct. 
�	The anticipation of these emotions can deter 

individuals from unethical actions, while their 
experience can lead to remorse and a desire for 
rectification.   

z	Social Bonding: Emotions such as love, loyalty, and 
gratitude foster strong social bonds, which are essential 
for ethical communities. 
�	These emotions promote cooperation, trust, and 

a sense of shared responsibility.

z	Moral Development: Emotions play a crucial role in 
the development of moral character. 
�	Experiences of compassion, and fairness 

contribute to the formation of a moral conscience.   
Emotions as a Hindrance to Ethical Reasoning
z	Emotional Bias: Emotions can distort rational 

judgment by creating biases. Fear can also hinder 
ethical behavior by promoting self-preservation over 
the well-being of others.

z	Emotional Hijacking: In some cases, emotions can 
overwhelm reason, leading to decisions based solely 
on emotional impulses rather than careful consideration 
of consequences. 
�	This can result in unethical actions that are later 

regretted.
z	Emotional Contagion: Emotions are contagious, and 

individuals can be influenced by the emotional states 
of others. 
�	This can lead to groupthink and a disregard for 

individual ethical principles.   
Balancing Reason and Emotion

To harness the benefits of emotions while mitigating 
their potential drawbacks, it is essential to strike a balance 
between reason and emotion.
z	Emotional Intelligence: Cultivating emotional 

intelligence allows individuals to recognize, 
understand, and manage their own emotions as well 
as those of others.   

z	Moral Reflection: Engaging in thoughtful reflection on 
moral dilemmas can help to counteract the influence 
of emotions and promote more reasoned decision-
making.

z	Ethical Frameworks: Employing ethical frameworks, 
such as utilitarianism or deontology, can provide a 
structured approach to moral reasoning, helping to 
counterbalance emotional biases.

Conclusion
Emotions are an integral part of the human experience 

and cannot be entirely divorced from moral decision-making. 
While they can sometimes hinder ethical reasoning, they also 
play a vital role in motivating ethical behavior, fostering 
social bonds, and developing moral character. Ultimately, the 
goal is to harness the power of emotions to enhance moral 
judgment, rather than allowing them to dictate it.

GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-4
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26. ‘The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be 
judged by the way its animals are treated’.- Mahatma 
Gandhi. Discuss the ethical dimensions of animal welfare 
in the context of India’s socio-cultural and economic 
realities. (150 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by asserting Mahatma 

Gandhi’s statement 
z	Give Ethical Dimensions of Animal Welfare
z	Present Socio-Cultural and Economic Realities
z	Suggest a way forward
z	Conclude positively.

Introduction: 
The measure of a civilization is not merely its 

technological advancement or economic prosperity, but its 
treatment of the most vulnerable among us. 
z	Mahatma Gandhi’s assertion that a nation’s moral 

progress is inextricably linked to its animal welfare is a 
profound reflection on this truth. 

z	India, a land steeped in spiritual and philosophical 
traditions that venerate life in all its forms, presents a 
complex web of ethical practices and challenges in the 
realm of animal welfare.

Body:
Ethical Dimensions of Animal Welfare
z	Ahimsa and Compassion: India’s rich philosophical 

tradition of Ahimsa (non-violence) has deeply 
ingrained the value of compassion towards all living 
beings.   
�	The reverence for cows, as exemplified by the 

concept of ‘Gau Mata’ (Mother Cow), is a 
testament to this ethos.

�	The Jain community’s practice of ‘Apragraha’ 
(non-possession) to avoid harming even the 
smallest creatures, exemplifies it.

z	Interconnectedness and Ecological Balance: The 
Hindu and Buddhist philosophies emphasize the 
interconnectedness of all life forms.
�	Animals are considered integral to the ecological 

balance, and their well-being is essential for 
human prosperity.

�	Example: The sacred groves and forests, often 
inhabited by diverse wildlife, are revered as 
abodes of deities.   

z	Duty and Responsibility: The concept of ‘Dharma’ 
(duty) mandates ethical conduct towards all beings.

�	Humans are considered caretakers of the planet 
and its inhabitants.

�	Example: The practice of ‘Pashu-hatya Niwaran’ 
(prevention of animal slaughter) in certain regions 
reflects a sense of duty towards animals.

z	Social Justice and Equality: The principle of ‘Vasudhaiva 
Kutumbakam’ (the world is one family) extends to all 
living creatures.
�	Animal welfare is inherently linked to social 

justice, as it challenges the exploitation of 
vulnerable beings.

Socio-Cultural and Economic Realities
z	Cultural Challenges: Deep-rooted cultural practices, 

like bullfighting and animal sacrifices, pose significant 
challenges to animal welfare.
�	Traditional beliefs about certain animals, such as 

the perception of dogs as unclean, hinder their 
protection.

�	Example: The practice of using animals in rituals 
like Jallikattu, despite causing suffering, persists 
in some regions.

z	Economic Constraints: Poverty and economic 
disparities often lead to the exploitation of animals for 
subsistence or profit.
�	Lack of resources for animal care and enforcement 

of animal welfare laws is a pressing issue.   
�	Example: The overworking of draught animals in 

rural areas due to economic pressures.
z	Legal Framework and Enforcement: While India has 

enacted laws to protect animals, their implementation 
is often lax.   
�	Corruption and lack of awareness among the 

public hinder effective enforcement.
�	Example: The Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 

Act, though existing, is not strictly implemented 
in many parts of the country.   

Way Forward
z	Strengthening Legal Framework: Effective 

implementation of animal welfare laws with stringent 
penalties is crucial.

z	Raising Awareness: Educating the public about the 
ethical dimensions of animal welfare and the legal 
framework is essential.

z	Promoting Humane Alternatives: Encouraging the 
development and adoption of humane alternatives in 
areas like entertainment, agriculture, and research.
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z	Empowering Animal Welfare Organizations: 
Supporting NGOs working for animal welfare and 
collaborating with them for effective interventions.

z	Integrating Animal Welfare into Development: 
Incorporating animal welfare considerations into 
development policies and programs.

Conclusion: 
India’s journey towards becoming a truly compassionate 

and progressive nation is inextricably linked to its treatment 
of animals. By upholding the ethical principles of Ahimsa, 
interconnectedness, duty, and social justice, India can create 
a society where animal welfare is prioritized. 

27. What is the ‘ethics of care’? Contrast it with traditional 
ethical theories and discuss its significance in public 
administration. (150 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by defining ethics of care
z	Contrast it with traditional ethical theories
z	Highlight its significance in public administration
z	Conclude suitably. 

Introduction: 
The ethics of care is a feminist approach to ethics that 

emphasizes the importance of response, relationships, and 
responsibilities. Developed by psychologist Carol Gilligan in 
the 1980s, it focuses on contextual sensitivity and caring 
relations rather than abstract rules and individual rights.
Body:
Contrasting with Traditional Ethical Theories:
z	Utilitarianism: Focuses on maximizing overall 

happiness or well-being for the greatest number of 
people.
�	Ethics of Care: Emphasizes the quality of 

relationships and individual needs rather than 
aggregate outcomes.

�	Example: In a public health crisis, utilitarianism 
might justify sacrificing a few for the greater 
good, while the ethics of care would consider the 
specific relationships and contexts of those 
affected.

z	Deontological Ethics: Emphasizes universal moral rules 
and duties (e.g., Kant’s Categorical Imperative).
�	Ethics of Care: Prioritizes the particular context 

and relationships involved in a situation over 
universal principles.

�	Example: A deontological approach might always 
prioritize truth-telling, while an ethics of care 
approach might consider withholding 
information if it would protect a vulnerable 
individual in a specific context.

Significance in Public Administration:
z	Personalized Approach: The ethics of care encourages 

public administrators to consider the unique 
circumstances of individuals and communities rather 
than applying one-size-fits-all policies.
�	Example: In social welfare programs, instead of 

having rigid eligibility criteria, administrators 
might be empowered to consider individual cases 
more holistically.

z	Relationship-Building: It emphasizes the importance 
of building and maintaining positive relationships 
between government and citizens.
�	Example: A police department adopting 

community policing strategies that focus on 
building trust and understanding with local 
residents.

z	Empathy and Emotional Intelligence: The ethics of 
care values empathy and emotional intelligence in 
decision-making processes.
�	Example: In disaster management, considering 

not just the physical needs of affected populations 
but also their emotional and psychological well-
being.

z	Contextual Decision-Making: It encourages 
administrators to consider the broader context and 
potential impacts of their decisions on various 
stakeholders.
�	Example: In urban planning, considering not just 

efficiency and cost, but also how changes might 
affect community bonds and local traditions.

z	Focus on Marginalized Groups: The ethics of care often 
highlights the needs of traditionally marginalized or 
vulnerable groups.
�	Example: Designing public transportation systems 

with a focus on accessibility for elderly and 
disabled users, even if it’s not the most cost-
efficient option.

z	Long-term Relationship Management: It encourages 
thinking about the long-term impacts of policies on 
social relationships and community structures.
�	Example: In education policy, considering not just 

test scores but also how school programs affect 
family dynamics and community involvement.
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Conclusion:

The ethics of care provides a valuable complement to 
traditional ethical frameworks in public administration. By 
emphasizing relationships, context, and responsiveness, it 
can lead to more humane and effective governance. However, 
it’s important to balance this approach with other ethical 
considerations to ensure fairness and efficiency in public 
service delivery.

28. Discuss the ethical significance of the ‘Golden Mean’ How 
can this concept be applied to achieve balance in public 
policy decisions?  (150 words)

Approach: 
z	Define the concept of the ‘Golden Mean.’
z	Explain its ethical significance in promoting virtue 

and moderation.
z	Discuss how the Golden Mean can be applied in 

public policy decisions with relevant examples.
z	Conclude by summarizing the importance of the 

Golden Mean in achieving balanced and ethical 
public policy.

Introduction: 

The concept of the ‘Golden Mean’ originates from 
Aristotle’s philosophy, where it represents the desirable 
middle ground between extremes. 

z	It emphasizes balance and moderation, avoiding both 
excess and deficiency. The Golden Mean is not a rigid 
middle point but a dynamic balance that varies with 
circumstances, ensuring rational and ethical behavior. 

Body: 

Ethical Significance of Golden Mean:

z	Virtue and Moderation: The Golden Mean fosters 
virtues like courage, temperance, and justice by 
promoting moderation. 
�	For example, courage is the mean between 

recklessness and cowardice, and justice is the 
mean between giving too much and giving too 
little.

z	Prudence in Decision-Making: It encourages prudence, 
a key aspect of ethical leadership, by urging leaders to 
avoid extreme measures that could lead to adverse 
outcomes.

z	Contextual Ethics: The concept is flexible and 
adaptable, allowing decision-makers to consider the 

specific context and circumstances, thereby making 
more nuanced and ethical choices.

Application in Public Policy Decisions: 

z	Economic Policy: In designing taxation policies, the 
Golden Mean can guide the balance between excessive 
taxation (which could stifle economic growth) and 
minimal taxation (which could lead to inadequate 
public services).
�	For instance, India’s Goods and Services Tax (GST) 

was designed to balance revenue needs with 
economic growth by implementing a moderate 
tax rate that simplifies the tax structure without 
burdening businesses excessively.

z	Environmental Policy: The concept can be applied in 
balancing economic development with environmental 
protection. 
�	The ‘Sustainable Development Goals’ (SDGs) 

embody this principle by seeking to meet the 
needs of the present without compromising the 
ability of future generations to meet their own 
needs. 

z	Social Policy: In social welfare schemes, applying the 
Golden Mean would involve finding the right balance 
between providing necessary support and promoting 
self-reliance. 
�	The ‘Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 

Employment Guarantee Act’ (MGNREGA) is a 
prime example, as it provides a safety net for the 
rural poor while also ensuring that beneficiaries 
contribute to community development through 
their work.

z	Law and Order: The Golden Mean can guide criminal 
justice policies by balancing the need for maintaining 
public order with respecting individual rights. 
�	India’s Juvenile Justice Act, which seeks to reform 

rather than punish young offenders, exemplifies 
this balanced approach, aiming for rehabilitation 
while ensuring justice.

Conclusion

The Golden Mean is a powerful ethical tool for guiding 
public policy decisions, ensuring that policies are neither 
too lenient nor too harsh, and that they address the needs 
of society in a balanced and sustainable manner. By applying 
this concept, policymakers can make decisions that are just, 
equitable, and conducive to the long-term welfare of society.
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29. Examine the ethical significance of ‘intent’ versus 
‘outcome’ in public service. How should civil servants 
weigh these factors in decision-making? (150 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by defining intent and 

outcome
z	Give theoretical perspective to Intent V/s Outcome
z	Delve into the significance of intent and outcome
z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction: 
Intent, defined as the mental purpose or aim behind an 

action, is a cornerstone of ethical decision-making. It reflects 
the moral character and motivation of the decision-maker. 
z	While, outcome is defined as the result or consequence 

of an action, is another important factor in ethical 
decision-making. .

z	The ethical tug-of-war between intent and outcome 
lies at the heart of public service decision-making.

Body: 
Intent V/s Outcome
z	Deontological Ethics (Intent-focused): Emphasizes the 

inherent rightness or wrongness of actions, regardless 
of their consequences.
�	Example: Immanuel Kant’s Categorical 

Imperative argues that lying is always wrong, 
even if it would save a life.

�	In public service, this might translate to strictly 
adhering to rules and regulations, regardless of 
outcomes.

z	Consequentialism (Outcome-focused): Judges the 
morality of an action based on its consequences.
�	Example: Utilitarianism, as proposed by Jeremy 

Bentham and John Stuart Mill, which seeks to 
maximize overall well-being. 

�	In governance, this could mean prioritizing 
policies that produce the greatest good for the 
greatest number, even if they involve ethically 
questionable means.

Ethical Significance of Intent: 
z	Moral Accountability: Intent is often considered a key 

factor in determining moral accountability. 
�	Individuals are generally held more responsible 

for actions that are intentional and deliberate, 
rather than those that are accidental or 
unintentional.

z	Character Evaluation: Intent can also be used to 
evaluate the character of the decision-maker. 
�	A person who consistently acts with good 

intentions is often seen as more virtuous than 
someone who is driven by selfish motives.

z	Ethical Dilemmas: In situations where the consequences 
of an action are uncertain, intent can provide a valuable 
guide for decision-making. 
�	If the intent behind an action is ethical, even if the 

outcome is negative, it may be considered a 
morally justifiable decision.

Ethical Significance of Outcome: 
z	Public Interest: In public service, the primary goal is to 

serve the public interest. This often requires weighing 
the potential benefits and harms of different courses of 
action.
�	Outcomes that promote the public good are 

generally considered to be ethically desirable.   
z	Accountability: Civil servants are held accountable for 

the outcomes of their decisions, even if their intentions 
were good. 
�	This can create a tension between the desire to 

act ethically and the need to achieve positive 
results.

z	Policy Evaluation: Outcomes provide valuable feedback 
for policymakers, allowing them to assess the 
effectiveness of their initiatives and make necessary 
adjustments.

Balancing Intent and Outcome: 
The ethical challenge for civil servants is to balance the 

importance of intent and outcome in their decision-making. 
z	Case-by-Case Analysis: Each decision must be 

evaluated on its own merits. There is no one-size-fits-
all approach to balancing intent and outcome.

z	Ethical Frameworks: Civil servants can draw on ethical 
frameworks, such as utilitarianism, deontology, and 
virtue ethics, to provide guidance in decision-making.

z	Transparency and Accountability: Transparency and 
accountability are essential for ensuring that civil 
servants are held accountable for their decisions. 
�	By being open and honest about their intentions 

and the potential consequences of their actions, 
civil servants can build trust with the public.

Conclusion: 
The ethical significance of intent versus outcome 

in public service is a complex issue that requires careful 
consideration. While both factors play important roles in 
decision-making, the relative weight assigned to each can 
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vary depending on the specific context and the ethical 
principles involved. 

30. How does the idea of ‘moral agency’ influence the 
responsibility of individuals in positions of power?  (150 
words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by defining moral agency and 

its key components
z	Give supporting arguments to Enhanced 

Responsibility of Individuals in Power
z	Conclude positively. 

Introduction

The concept of moral agency, which posits that 
individuals are capable of making informed and ethical 
choices, is central to understanding the responsibilities of 
those in positions of power. 

z	These individuals, due to their influence and authority, 
bear a heightened moral obligation to act with 
integrity and in the best interests of the public they 
serve.   

z	Key Components of Moral Agency
�	Autonomy: The ability to make choices 

independently without undue external influence.
�	Rationality: The capacity to reason logically and 

critically.
�	Consciousness: The awareness of oneself and 

one’s surroundings, including moral 
considerations.

Body: 
Enhanced Responsibility of Individuals in Power
z	Amplified Impact of Decisions:  Those in power have a 

broader sphere of influence, meaning their decisions 
affect a larger number of people.
�	E Sreedharan’s decisions in managing the Delhi 

Metro project affected millions of daily 
commuters, local businesses, and urban 
development, showcasing how a leader’s choices 
can have far-reaching consequences.

z	Access to Privileged Information: Leaders often have 
access to information not available to the general 
public, increasing their responsibility to make informed 
and ethical decisions.
�	As a key figure in India’s missile program, Dr. 

A.P.J. Abdul Kalam had access to sensitive 
national security information, carrying the 
responsibility to use this knowledge for the 
country’s defense while maintaining ethical 
standards.

z	Role Model Effect: Those in power serve as role 
models, influencing the behavior and values of others 
through their actions.
�	Rohit Sharma exemplifies the “Role Model Effect” 

by treating all players equally and supporting 
younger teammates like a big brother. 
�	His leadership style, marked by humility and 

inclusiveness, inspires young players to 
emulate his approach both on and off the 
field.

z	Resource Control: Powerful individuals often control 
significant resources, amplifying their capacity to effect 
change – both positive and negative.
�	Azim Premji’s control over vast corporate 

resources at Wipro and his decision to donate a 
significant portion of his wealth to education 
exemplify the ethical use of financial power.

z	Systemic Influence: Those in power can shape systems 
and institutions, creating long-lasting impacts beyond 
their immediate actions.
�	T.N. Seshan reforms as Chief Election 

Commissioner reshaped India’s electoral system, 
demonstrating how those in power can create 
lasting institutional change.

z	Capacity to Address Complexity:Power often comes 
with the ability to tackle large-scale, complex problems, 
creating a responsibility to address issues others 
cannot.
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�	Kailash Satyarthi’s (Child Rights Activist) unique 
position allowed him to address the complex 
issue of child labor, demonstrating how leaders 
can tackle large-scale social problems.

z	Accountability for Organizational Culture: Those in 
power shape the culture and ethical climate of their 
organizations, bearing responsibility for the collective 
behavior of those under their influence.
�	Narayan Murthy’s emphasis on corporate 

governance at Infosys set the tone for ethical 
practices, influencing the culture of the entire 
Indian IT industry.

Conclusion

The idea of moral agency is fundamental to 
understanding the responsibilities of individuals in positions 
of power. These individuals, due to their influence and the 
trust placed in them, bear a heightened moral obligation to 
act with integrity, fairness, and in the best interests of the 
public they serve. By recognizing and fulfilling their moral 
agency, leaders can inspire others, promote positive change, 
and leave a lasting legacy.

31. Discuss the concept of moral particularism. How does it 
challenge traditional rule-based ethical frameworks? 
(150 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by defining moral particularism
z	Discuss Key Aspects of Moral Particularism
z	Delve into how Moral Particularism Challenge 

Traditional Ethical Frameworks
z	Conclude suitably. 

Introduction: 

Moral particularism is an ethical theory that challenges 
the traditional approach of applying universal moral 
principles to ethical decision-making. 

z	Developed by philosophers like Jonathan Dancy, it 
argues that the morality of an action is determined by 
the specific context in which it occurs, rather than by 
adherence to pre-established moral rules or principles.

Body: 

Key Aspects of Moral Particularism:

z	Rejection of Universal Principles: Moral particularism 
rejects the idea that there are universal moral rules 
that can be applied in all situations.

�	It argues that the moral status of an action can 
change depending on the context.

�	Example: While telling the truth is generally 
considered moral, in a situation where telling a lie 
could save a life, the particularist would argue 
that lying becomes the moral choice.

z	Emphasis on Context: Particularists believe that the 
moral features of a situation are highly context-
dependent.
�	They argue that understanding the nuances of a 

specific situation is crucial for making ethical 
decisions.

�	Example: In medical ethics, the principle of 
patient autonomy is generally respected. 
However, in cases of severe mental illness or 
immediate danger to self or others, overriding 
this autonomy might be considered the right 
action.

z	Holistic Approach: Moral particularism advocates for 
considering the entire situation holistically rather 
than focusing on isolated moral principles.
�	It emphasizes the interconnectedness of various 

factors in ethical decision-making.
�	Example: In environmental ethics, the decision to 

build a dam might involve weighing economic 
benefits, environmental impact, displacement of 
communities, and long-term sustainability, all of 
which must be considered together rather than in 
isolation.

Moral Particularism Challenging Traditional Ethical 
Frameworks: 

z	Challenge to Deontological Ethics: Deontological 
ethics, based on duty and rules (e.g., Kant’s Categorical 
Imperative), is directly challenged by particularism.
�	Particularists argue that rigid adherence to rules 

can lead to morally questionable outcomes in 
certain contexts.

�	Example: The deontological principle “never lie” 
might be challenged in situations of conflict where 
lying could prevent greater harm or protect 
innocent lives.

z	Critique of Utilitarianism: Particularism challenges its 
reliance on a single principle (maximizing overall 
happiness/well-being).
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�	Particularists argue that the complexity of moral 
situations cannot be reduced to a simple 
calculation of utility.

�	Example: In resource allocation during a 
pandemic, a utilitarian approach might prioritize 
saving the most lives, while a particularist 
approach might consider factors like equity, social 
vulnerability, and long-term societal impacts.

z	Rejection of Moral Absolutism: Moral particularism 
opposes the idea of moral absolutes or universal truths 
in ethics.

�	It suggests that what is right or wrong can vary 
based on the specific circumstances.

�	Example: The absolutist view that “killing is 
always wrong” is challenged by particularists who 
might argue that in cases of self-defense or just 
war, killing could be morally justified.

z	Emphasis on Moral Judgment: Particularism places 
greater emphasis on individual moral judgment and 
the ability to discern the morally relevant features of a 
situation.

�	This challenges the idea that ethics can be 
codified into a set of universal rules or principles.

�	Example: In professional ethics, a particularist 
approach would encourage individuals to develop 
nuanced judgment based on empathy rather 
than relying solely on professional codes of 
conduct.

z	Complexity in Ethical Education: Particularism 
challenges traditional methods of ethical education 
that focus on teaching moral rules or principles.

�	It suggests that ethical training should focus more 
on developing moral perception and judgment.

�	Example: In legal ethics education, instead of 
merely teaching rules of professional conduct, a 
particularist approach would emphasize case 
studies and the development of ethical reasoning 
skills.

Conclusion: 

Moral particularism presents a significant challenge to 
traditional rule-based ethical frameworks by emphasizing the 
importance of context, nuance, and individual judgment in 
moral decision-making. 

32. “Attitude is a little thing that makes a big difference in 
ethical leadership.” Comment on this statement in the 
context of public administration. (150 words)

Approach: 
z	Introduce the answer by justifying the statement 

given in the question.
z	Delve into the Key Aspects of Attitude in Ethical 

Leadership
z	Highlight the Impact of Attitude on Public 

Administration
z	Conclude suitably. 

Introduction: 
The statement “Attitude is a little thing that makes a 

big difference in ethical leadership” highlights the crucial role 
that a leader’s mindset and approach play in shaping ethical 
conduct within public administration. 
z	While policies, rules, and procedures are important, it 

is often the attitude of leaders that sets the tone for 
ethical behavior and influences the overall 
organizational culture.

Key Aspects of Attitude in Ethical Leadership: 
z	Leading by Example: A positive attitude towards 

ethical conduct by leaders sets a powerful example for 
subordinates.
�	Example: When a senior bureaucrat consistently 

refuses bribes and maintains transparency in 
decision-making, it encourages similar behavior 
throughout the department.

z	Fostering a Culture of Integrity: Leaders with the right 
attitude can create an environment where ethical 
considerations are paramount.
�	This attitude permeates through the organization, 

influencing day-to-day operations and decision-
making.

�	Former RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan’s stance 
on maintaining the central bank’s independence, 
despite political pressure, exemplified how a 
leader’s ethical attitude can influence crucial 
economic decisions.

z	Encouraging Ethical Dialogue: An open and receptive 
attitude towards discussing ethical dilemmas promotes 
a culture of ethical awareness.
�	It creates a safe space for employees to raise 

concerns and seek guidance on ethical issues.
�	Example: The Central Vigilance Commission’s 

initiative to encourage whistleblowing 
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demonstrates an attitude of openness to 
addressing ethical concerns.

z	Resilience in Face of Adversity : A positive attitude 
helps leaders maintain ethical standards even in 
challenging situations.
�	It provides the strength to resist temptations and 

pressures that may compromise integrity.
�	Bhilwara Model of IAS Rajendra Bhatt for tackling 

Covid-19 pandemic can be considered as a prime 
example. 

Impact of Attitude on Public Administration: 
z	Trust in Government Institutions: Leaders with a 

positive ethical attitude help build public trust in 
government institutions.
�	This trust is crucial for the effective implementation 

of policies and programs.
z	Employee Morale and Motivation: An ethical attitude 

from leadership positively impacts employee morale 
and motivation. It creates a sense of pride and purpose 
in public service.

z	Improved Decision-Making: A consistent ethical 
attitude leads to more balanced and fair decision-
making in public administration.
�	It helps in navigating complex ethical dilemmas 

that often arise in governance.
z	Enhanced Public Service Delivery: An ethical attitude 

translates into better service delivery, as it prioritizes 
public interest over personal gain.
�	It leads to more efficient and effective use of 

public resources.
z	Long-term Organizational Success: Ethical leadership 

attitudes contribute to the long-term success and 
sustainability of public institutions.
�	It helps in building a positive reputation and 

legacy.
Conclusion

The attitude of leaders towards ethics in public 
administration is indeed a “little thing that makes a big 
difference.” It shapes organizational culture, influences 
decision-making, builds public trust, and ultimately 
determines the effectiveness of governance.

Case Study
33. You are the Superintendent of Police (SP) in a rapidly 

urbanizing city facing significant infrastructure challenges. 
An intense monsoon has overwhelmed the city’s 

drainage system, leading to widespread waterlogging. 
While coordinating relief efforts, you receive an urgent 
distress call about a gym in the basement of a high-rise 
building in a posh locality.

  The heavy rainfall and inadequate water management 
have caused water to break through the gym’s door, 
flooding the basement and rapidly rising. Reports 
indicate that several people are trapped inside. The 
situation is further aggravated by panic among the 
building’s residents and a growing crowd outside. The 
scenario is critical, necessitating immediate action to 
carry out rescue operations, prevent further property 
damage, and ensure public safety. As the SP, you must 
efficiently coordinate rescue efforts, assess the evolving 
situation, and implement measures to mitigate the 
impact of the waterlogging.

1. What are the stakeholders involved in this 
situation?

2. What will be your immediate course of action to 
manage the rescue operations and ensure public 
safety?

3. What long-term measures can be implemented 
to prevent such incidents in the future?

Introduction: 
The Superintendent of Police (SP) in a rapidly urbanizing 

city faces a critical situation due to intense monsoon rains, 
which have overwhelmed the city’s drainage system, causing 
waterlogging. 
z	An urgent distress call reports flooding in a gym 

basement of a high-rise building, trapping several 
people inside. 

z	The SP must quickly coordinate rescue operations, 
manage the panicking crowd, and implement 
measures to mitigate the impact of the waterlogging to 
ensure public safety.

Body: 
 1. What are the stakeholders involved in this situa-

tion?

Stakeholder Role and Responsibility

Superintendent of 
Police (SP)

Overall coordination of rescue 
operations, ensuring public safety, 
and managing law and order.

Local Police Force Assisting in rescue operations, 
managing crowd control,  and 
ensuring the safety of residents and 
bystanders.
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Fire and Rescue 
Services

Conducting rescue operations to 
evacuate trapped individuals from 
the flooded gym and building.

Municipal 
Corporation

Addressing the drainage system 
failure, providing equipment and 
personnel for water removal, 
and coordinat ing with other 
departments.

Health and 
Emergency 
Medical Services

Providing medical assistance to 
rescued individuals and ensuring 
r e a d i n e s s  f o r  a n y  m e d i c a l 
emergencies arising from the 
situation.

Residents of the 
Building

Cooperating with rescue operations, 
ensuring their own safety, and 
assisting in identifying trapped 
individuals.

Gym Staff and 
Members

Providing information on the number 
of trapped individuals and their 
locations within the gym.

Public Works 
Department (PWD)

Assessing structural  integrity 
of the building, particularly the 
basement, and assisting in repair 
and reinforcement efforts to prevent 
further damage.

Local Government 
Officials

Providing administrative support, 
mobilizing resources, and ensuring 
effective communication between 
different agencies.

Media Disseminating accurate information 
to the public, helping to prevent 
the spread of panic, and updating 
the public on rescue operations and 
safety measures.

Civil Defense 
and Volunteer 
Organizations

Assisting in rescue operations, 
providing additional manpower and 
resources, and supporting relief 
efforts.

Building 
Management and 
Security

Assisting with evacuation procedures, 
ensuring residents follow safety 
protocols, and providing information 
on building layout and access points.

 2. What will be your immediate course of action to 
manage the rescue operations and ensure public 
safety?

z	Situation Assessment and Resource Mobilization
�	Rapid Assessment: Leading the quick response 

team to the location to assess the situation 
accurately. 

�	The team should identify the number of 
trapped individuals, the depth of water, the 
building’s structural stability, and the overall 
accessibility to the basement.

�	Resource Allocation: Simultaneously, lead to the 
activation of the district disaster management 
plan in coordination with the District Magistrate. 
�	Mobilize fire brigade, disaster response 

force, and specialized rescue teams equipped 
with diving gear and life-saving equipment.

�	Coordinate with the municipal authorities to 
deploy high-capacity submersible pumps, 
emergency lights and other drainage 
equipment to the site.

�	Coordination: Establish a unified command 
center in close proximity to the incident site to 
coordinate rescue efforts, communication, and 
resource management.

�	Communication: Establish clear communication 
channels with all agencies involved, including the 
fire brigade, disaster response force, medical 
teams, and building management.

�	Public Information: Disseminate accurate and 
timely information to the public to prevent panic 
and misinformation. 
�	Use social media, local media, and public 

address systems for effective communication.
z	Rescue Operations and Crowd Management

�	Prioritize Rescue: The primary objective is to 
rescue the trapped individuals. The rescue teams 
should prioritize those in immediate danger and 
work systematically to evacuate everyone.
�	Liaise with electricity providers to cut power 

supply to the flooded areas to prevent 
electrocution risks.

�	If safe, attempt to pump out water directly 
from the basement while simultaneously 
working on breaching entry points.

�	Consider alternative entry points such as 
windows or creating openings in walls if the 
main door is inaccessible.

z	Evaluate the structural integrity of the building to 
prevent potential collapse.
�	Crowd Control: Deploy adequate police personnel 

to manage the crowd outside the building. 
�	Establish barricades to maintain a safe 

distance and prevent interference with 
rescue operations.
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�	Medical Assistance: Ensure the presence of 
medical teams on standby to provide immediate 
medical attention to rescued individuals.
�	Coordinate with nearby hospitals to prepare 

for potential admissions.
z	Post-Rescue Operations:

�	Thorough Search of Premise: Once the immediate 
rescue is complete, initiate a thorough search of 
the premises to ensure no one is left behind.
�	Coordinate with building management and 

relevant authorities to secure the premises 
and prevent looting or unauthorized entry.

�	Legal and Administrative Actions: Document the 
incident thoroughly, including photographs, 
witness statements, and damage assessments. 
�	Initiate legal proceedings against the building 

management and local authorities. 
 3. What long-term measures can be implemented to 

prevent such incidents in the future?
z	Regulatory Framework Enhancement: Coordinate 

with the district development authority or revise 
building bylaws to have: 
�	Automated flood barrier systems for basement 

entrances.
�	Elevated electrical systems in basements (at least 

1 meter above the highest recorded flood level)
�	Mandatory installation of non-return valves in 

drainage systems
z	NOC and Compliance Mechanism: Suggest relevant 

authorities to implement a single window digital NOC 
tracking system for real-time monitoring of building 
compliances.
�	Introduce a tiered NOC system based on risk 

zones: 
�	Tier 1 (High Risk): Annual renewals with 

quarterly inspections 
�	Tier 2 (Moderate Risk): Biennial renewals 

with semi-annual inspections
�	Tier 3 (Low Risk): Triennial renewals with 

annual inspections
z	Exit Infrastructure Upgrades: Mandate installation of 

flood-resistant exit doors in basements.
�	Require buildings to have at least two independent 

exit routes from basements.
z	Emergency Response Protocols: Develop a city-wide 

Incident Command System (ICS) for flood emergencies.

�	Create a centralized Emergency Operations 
Center with real-time data integration from 
various departments.

z	Building Information Modeling (BIM): Mandate BIM 
for all new constructions above a certain size, 
integrating flood resilience features.

z	Training and Capacity Building: Conduct regular 
tabletop exercises and mock drills for various flooding 
scenarios.
�	Provide specialized training for first responders on 

swift water rescue techniques.
z	Regular Audits and Maintenance: Conduct periodic 

audits of existing drainage infrastructure.
�	Implement a rigorous schedule for cleaning and 

maintaining storm drains, especially before 
monsoon seasons.

Conclusion:
Building on the lessons from this critical incident, the city 

must pivot towards a future-focused flood resilience strategy. 
This approach will integrate smart urban planning and 
community engagement to transform current vulnerabilities 
into opportunities for innovation. By fostering a culture of 
advanced preparedness, the city can set new benchmarks in 
urban flood management.

34. You are the District Collector of a rural district with a high 
rate of female illiteracy and child marriage. A new 
government scheme has been launched to provide 
financial incentives to families who keep their daughters 
in school until age 18. However, implementation has been 
challenging due to deeply entrenched cultural norms.

  Recently, you have received reports that some families 
are falsely claiming the incentives while still marrying off 
their daughters early. You must carefully analyze the 
situation, balance competing interests and take adequate 
steps to resolve this issue. 

1. What are the stakeholders involved in this 
situation? 

2. What actions will you take regarding effective 
implementation of the scheme and address 
other immediate social challenges?

3. What long-term strategies can be implemented 
to sustain the impact of the scheme and 
changing societal attitudes towards female 
education and child marriage? 

Introduction: 
A government scheme incentivizes families to keep 

daughters in school until 18 to combat high female illiteracy 
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and child marriage rates in a rural district. However, challenges 
include false claims and deep-rooted cultural barriers. 
z	The District Collector must balance these issues, 

enforce the scheme, and promote long-term societal 
change.

Body: 
 1. What are the stakeholders involved in this 

situation? 

Stakeholder Role/Interest

District Collector Responsible for the successful 
implementation of the government 
scheme and overall governance of 
the district.

Families of Girls Direct beneficiaries of the scheme 
who are supposed to keep their 
daughters in school until age 18 in 
exchange for financial incentives.

Girls (Potential 
Beneficiaries)

Primary beneficiaries of the scheme, 
who stand to gain education and avoid 
early marriage.

Local 
Community/
Influencers

Hold significant sway over social 
norms and practices, including 
attitudes toward female  education 
and marriage.

Educational 
Institutions

Schools and teachers are involved in 
educating girls and monitoring their 
attendance and progress.

NGOs and Civil 
Society Groups

Organizations working on female 
education, child rights, and social 
change in the district.

State Government The higher-level authority overseeing 
the implementation of the scheme 
across districts.

Other Law 
Enforcement 
Agencies

Police and other agencies responsible 
for upholding the law, including laws 
against child marriage.

 2. What actions will you take regarding effective 
implementation of the scheme and address other 
immediate social challenges?

z	Establish a Rapid Response Team: Immediately form a 
team of district officials, local police, and social workers.
�	Set up a 24/7 hotline for reporting false claims.
�	Respond to urgent cases within 24 hours.

z	Conduct Emergency Verification: Start immediate spot 
checks on a sample of beneficiary families.

�	Delegate the task to verify school attendance 
records of girls enrolled in the scheme to the 
SDM. 

�	File cases against the fake beneficiaries and take 
actions against local officers if found guilty.

z	Freeze Suspicious Payments: Immediately halt 
incentive payments to families suspected of false 
claims pending investigation.
�	Expedite payments to verified genuine 

beneficiaries to reinforce positive behavior.
z	Emergency Community Meetings: Call for urgent 

meetings with village leaders and influencers.
�	Clearly communicate zero tolerance for false 

claims.
�	Seek their cooperation in identifying and resolving 

issues.
z	Awareness Campaign: Use local media, including radio 

and mobile announcements, to spread information 
about the scheme’s benefits and legal consequences of 
false claims.
�	Emphasize the illegality and harm of child 

marriage.
 3. What long-term strategies can be implemented to 

sustain the impact of the scheme and changing 
societal attitudes towards female education and 
child marriage? 

z	Focus on Quality Education:
�	Enhance School Infrastructure: Invest in 

improving school buildings, sanitation facilities, 
and teaching aids to create a more attractive 
learning environment.

�	Teacher Training: Train teachers in gender-
sensitive pedagogy and child psychology to 
provide better support for girls in classrooms.

�	Vocational Training: Integrate vocational training 
opportunities within the education system to 
offer career pathways and enhance girls’ 
employability.

z	Behavior Change Communication:
�	Community Awareness Campaigns: Organize 

regular campaigns involving local influencers, 
religious leaders, and media to address traditional 
beliefs and promote the benefits of girls’ 
education.

�	Community Dialogues: Facilitate dialogues and 
discussions within communities to challenge 
existing norms and empower families to prioritize 
girls’ education.
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z	Mobile Counseling Units: Deploy counselors to visit 
affected villages and provide on-the-spot support to 
families facing pressure.
�	Offer immediate psychological support to girls at 

risk of early marriage.
z	Strengthening Social Safety Nets:

�	Conditional Cash Transfers: Link financial 
incentives to school attendance as well as 
progress reports to ensure genuine enrollment 
and learning.

�	Scholarship Programs: Offer scholarships and 
educational grants based on merit and need to 
further incentivize girls’ education.

�	Safe Accommodation and Support Services: 
Provide safe hostels or boarding facilities for 
girls.

z	Monitoring and Feedback:
�	Data-Driven Approach: Regularly collect and 

analyze data on enrollment, attendance, learning 
outcomes, and stakeholder feedback through 
Block Development Officers. 

�	Performance Reviews: Use data to identify areas 
for improvement and adjust policies based on 
community needs and effectiveness.

�	Transparency and Accountability: Ensure 
transparent implementation of the scheme and 
hold officials accountable for misuse or 
irregularities.

z	Collaboration and Partnerships:
�	Engage Corporate Sector: Encourage corporate 

social responsibility initiatives focused on girls’ 
education and skill development.

�	Role Models and Mentorship Programs through 
NGO: Connect girls with educated women from 
that area through local NGOs who can serve as 
role models and mentors, inspiring them to 
pursue educational goals.

Conclusion: 

Successfully addressing female illiteracy and child 
marriage requires a multi-faceted approach. Strict 
enforcement, community engagement, and support systems 
are crucial. Long-term strategies focusing on education, 
women’s empowerment, and behavior change are essential. 
Sustained political will and resource allocation are key to 
achieving lasting change.

35. A recent tragic incident involving the alleged rape and 
murder of a trainee woman doctor at the State-run 
College and Hospital has sparked nationwide protests. 
The Indian Medical Association (IMA) has announced a 
24-hour nationwide withdrawal of non-emergency 
medical services to protest against this incident and the 
subsequent vandalism at the hospital. The incident has 
raised serious concerns about the safety and security of 
healthcare workers, particularly women, within medical 
institutions. 

  As the newly appointed District Magistrate of the area 
where the incident occurred, you are faced with a 
complex situation involving public outrage, law and order, 
and the provision of essential healthcare services.

1. Identify the ethical dilemmas posed by the IMA’s 
decision to withdraw non-emergency medical 
services in response to the incident.

2. Propose a balanced approach that addresses the 
concerns of healthcare workers while ensuring 
that patient care is not compromised during such 
protests.

3. Evaluate the role of leadership in managing the 
crisis, ensuring accountability, and restoring 
public trust in the healthcare system.

Approach: 

z	Briefly give an introduction about the case involved 
z	Mention the ethical dilemmas in this case 
z	Give a balanced approach that can address the 

concerns 
z	Highlight the role of leadership in managing the 

crisis 
z	Conclude suitably 

Introduction:

The tragic incident involving the alleged rape and 
murder of a trainee woman doctor at a State-run hospital has 
triggered nationwide protests, highlighting grave concerns 
about the safety of healthcare workers, especially women. 
The Indian Medical Association’s decision to withdraw non-
emergency medical services in protest raises critical ethical 
dilemmas, balancing the right to protest with the duty of 
care. As a District Magistrate, the challenge lies in managing 
public outrage, maintaining law and order, and ensuring 
uninterrupted healthcare services amidst the crisis.
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Ethical Dilemmas involved in the case
z	Right to Protest v/s Duty to Care : The primary ethical 

dilemma is balancing the right of healthcare workers to 
protest against violence with their professional duty to 
provide uninterrupted care to patients. Withdrawing 
non-emergency medical services could endanger 
patients who rely on timely treatment, raising serious 
ethical concerns.

z	Justice vs. Public Safety: There is a tension between 
seeking justice for the victim and ensuring public 
safety.  The protest is aimed at demanding accountability 
and justice, but it also risks compromising public order 
and patient safety.

z	Healthcare Worker Safety vs. Public Health: Ensuring 
the safety and security of healthcare workers, 
particularly women, is critical, but it must be weighed 
against the responsibility to maintain essential 
healthcare services for the public.

z	Legal Obligations vs. Moral Imperatives: The duty to 
uphold the law, which includes ensuring that essential 
services are provided to the public. The moral 
responsibility to support healthcare workers and 
address their safety concerns in the wake of the 
incident.

Balanced Approach
z	Dialogue with IMA: Initiate immediate dialogue with 

the IMA to express solidarity with the cause while 
emphasizing the ethical duty to maintain patient care. 
�	Explore alternatives to a full withdrawal of 

services, such as symbolic protests that do not 
compromise patient safety.

z	Emergency Services Assurance: Ensure that emergency 
services remain operational. Collaborate with hospital 
administrations to create a contingency plan that 
includes bringing in additional staff or volunteers to 
manage essential services during the protest.

z	Security Measures: Strengthen security at healthcare 
institutions to address the concerns of healthcare 
workers, particularly women. 
�	Note: Recently SC has directed the health 

secretary to launch a National portal where the 
stakeholders can submit suggestions to the 
National Task Force on the safety of doctors. 

�	This could involve increasing police presence, 
installing surveillance systems, and providing self-
defense training.

z	Public Communication: Communicate with the public 
to explain the situation and the measures being taken 
to ensure both justice and continued healthcare 
services. 
�	Transparency will help maintain public trust 

during the crisis.
z	Support for Victims: Establish a support system for the 

victim’s family and affected colleagues, including 
psychological counseling and legal assistance. 
�	Demonstrating a commitment to justice can help 

to mitigate the anger and frustration that fuel the 
protests.

Role of Leadership
z	Crisis Management: As the District Magistrate, it is 

crucial to act swiftly to manage the crisis by balancing 
the need for justice with the responsibility to maintain 
public health services. 
�	This involves coordinating with law enforcement 

to ensure the safety of healthcare workers while 
also addressing the legal and investigative 
aspects of the incident.

z	Restoring Public Trust: Leadership should focus on 
restoring public trust in the healthcare system by 
ensuring that the investigation into the incident is 
thorough and transparent. This includes holding 
accountable those responsible for the crime as well as 
the subsequent vandalism at the hospital.

z	Mediation and Conflict Resolution: Facilitate 
mediation between the IMA, hospital administration, 
and the public to resolve the situation amicably. 
�	The goal is to ensure that justice is served while 

also maintaining the integrity of the healthcare 
system.

z	Long-term Measures: Propose and implement long-
term measures to improve the safety and security of 
healthcare workers, particularly in vulnerable settings. 
�	This could involve policy changes, increased 

funding for hospital security, and regular training 
for staff on how to handle violent situations.

Conclusion:
The tragic incident at the State-run College and Hospital 

has highlighted the urgent need to balance healthcare 
workers’ safety with the continuous provision of medical 
services. Effective leadership involves addressing the 
ethical dilemmas posed by protests, ensuring justice for the 
victim, and maintaining public trust through transparent 
communication and swift crisis management. By fostering 
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dialogue, enhancing security, and committing to long-term 
safety measures, it is possible to safeguard both patient care 
and healthcare worker welfare.

36. As the event coordinator for the upcoming Global 
Sustainable Development Summit in New Delhi, you face 
a complex challenge. The summit, scheduled to host a 
large number of world leaders and delegates from 
countries across the globe, aims to address critical issues 
of climate change, poverty alleviation, and technological 
innovation. However, just two weeks before the event, 
widespread protests erupted across the city regarding 
the proposed sub-categorization of Scheduled Castes 
(SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs). The protesters, 
numbering in the thousands, have blocked major roads 
and are threatening to disrupt the summit, citing it as an 
opportunity to bring international attention to their 
cause. Your team has received intelligence reports 
suggesting that some protest groups may attempt to 
infiltrate the summit venue or target the delegates’ 
accommodations. 

  Additionally, there are concerns about the potential 
involvement of groups with vested interests who may 
seek to damage the relevant infrastructure. As the person 
in charge, you must ensure the safety and comfort of all 
attendees while maintaining the summit’s integrity and 
schedule. The summit’s success is vital for India’s 
international reputation and for progressing global 
sustainable development goals. 

1. Who are the key stakeholders involved in this 
situation?

2. What immediate steps will you take to ensure 
the summit’s security and smooth execution?

3. What contingency plans will you have in place if 
the protests escalate?

Introduction: 
The event coordinator for the Global Sustainable 

Development Summit in Delhi faces a critical situation as 
widespread protests over the proposed sub-categorization of 
Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs) threaten 
to disrupt the event.
z	With thousands of protesters blocking major roads and 

potential attempts to infiltrate the summit venue, the 
coordinator must ensure the safety of world leaders 
and delegates, protect against infrastructure damage, 
and maintain the summit’s schedule and integrity.

Body: 
 1. Who are the key stakeholders involved in this sit-

uation?

Stakeholder Role and Responsibilities

Government 
Authorities 
(Central & State)

Oversee overall security, manage the 
protests, coordinate between various 
agencies, and ensure the safety of 
the event.

Local Police and 
Security Agencies

Implement crowd control, secure 
the summit venue and delegates' 
accommodations, and prevent 
unauthorized access.

Intelligence 
Agencies

Provide intelligence on potential 
threats, monitor protest activities, 
and offer real-time updates on 
security risks.

Cybersecurity 
Experts

Protect  the  summit ’s  d ig i ta l 
infrastructure from cyber-attacks, 
ensure secure communication, and 
maintain online systems.

Event 
Management 
Team

C o o rd i n ate  l o g i st i c s ,  e n s u re 
s m o o t h  s u m m i t  o p e ra t i o n s , 
manage venue arrangements, and 
handle communications between 
stakeholders.

Diplomatic Corps 
and International 
Delegates

Represent their countries, ensure 
the well-being of their delegations, 
and communicate with their home 
governments.

Protest Leaders 
and Community 
Representatives

O rga n i ze  a n d  l e a d  p ro te st s , 
co m m u n i cate  d e m a n d s ,  a n d 
negotiate with authorities to manage 
and address grievances.

Local Government 
and Municipal 
Bodies

Ensure city infrastructure supports the 
summit, including transportation and 
sanitation, and address disruptions.

Media and 
Communication 
Teams

Manage public relations, provide 
updates, and handle media inquiries 
to maintain transparency.

Civil Society 
Organizations

Fa c i l i ta te  d i a l o g u e  b et we e n 
protesters and authorities, promote 
peaceful demonstrations, and 
support community interests.

Health and 
Emergency 
Services

Provide medical support, prepare for 
emergencies, and ensure the health 
and safety of all attendees.
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Summit 
Participants and 
Delegates

Engage in summit activities, adhere 
to security protocols, and contribute 
to discussions on sustainable 
development.

Hospitality and 
Transportation 
Providers

M a n a g e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n s , 
transportation, and other logistical 
aspects for delegates, ensuring their 
comfort and security.

Technical and IT 
Support Teams

Ensure the operation of technical 
systems, including live-streaming and 
real-time translation, and address any 
IT issues.

 2. What immediate steps will you take to ensure the 
summit’s security and smooth execution?

z	Security Enhancement:
�	Coordinate with Local Law Enforcement:

�	Establish a joint command center with 
police, intelligence agencies, and private 
security firms.

�	Increase police presence around the summit 
venue, delegate accommodations, and key 
transit routes.

�	Implement a multi-layer security perimeter 
around the venue with strict access controls.

�	Intelligence Gathering and Analysis:
�	Intensify intelligence efforts to identify 

potential threats and protest leaders.
�	Monitor social media and other 

communication channels for real-time 
information on protest plans.

�	Conduct thorough background checks on all 
summit staff and service providers.

�	Technological Measures:
�	Deploy advanced surveillance systems, 

including AI-powered facial recognition at 
entry points.

�	Utilize drone technology for aerial monitoring 
of the surrounding areas.

�	Implement jamming devices to prevent 
unauthorized communication within secure 
zones.

�	Delegate Protection:
�	Assign personal security details to high-

profile attendees.
�	Establish secure transportation corridors 

between airports, hotels, and the summit 
venue.

�	Prepare multiple contingency routes and 
safe houses in case of emergencies.

z	Diplomatic and Political Measures:
�	High-level Government Engagement: Brief the 

Home Minister, concerned Chief Minister and key 
ministers on the situation and coordinate 
responses.

�	International Communication: Provide regular 
updates to participating countries’ embassies and 
security teams.

z	Protest Management and De-escalation:
�	Engage with Protest leaders: Coordinate with the 

local administration to initiate dialogue with key 
protest organizers and consider offering a 
platform for their representatives to present their 
issues to relevant authorities.

�	Create Designated Protest Zones: Establish safe, 
visible areas for peaceful demonstrations away 
from the summit venue.
�	Ensure these zones have adequate facilities 

and security to prevent escalation.
�	Public communication strategy: Develop a clear, 

empathetic messaging strategy that acknowledges 
the protesters’ concerns while emphasizing the 
importance of the summit.
�	Utilize local media and social platforms to 

disseminate accurate information and 
counter misinformation.

z	Summit Logistics and Continuity Planning:
�	Venue fortification: Enhance physical barriers 

and checkpoints around the summit location.
�	Implement redundant power systems and 

secure communication networks.
�	Alternative venues and virtual contingencies: 

Identify and prepare backup locations for critical 
sessions.
�	Develop a robust virtual conferencing 

system as a fallback for key discussions.
z	Infrastructure Protection:

�	Critical infrastructure Assessment: Conduct a 
rapid vulnerability assessment of key infrastructure 
(power plants, water supply, telecommunications).
�	Implement enhanced security measures at 

identified vulnerable points.
�	Cyber Security: Strengthen firewalls and cyber 

defenses for summit-related digital infrastructure.
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�	Establish a dedicated cyber security team to 
monitor and respond to potential threats.

�	Supply chain security: Vet and secure all supply 
chains related to the summit, including food, 
equipment, and services.
�	Implement stringent quality control measures 

to prevent potential sabotage.
z	Post-Event Strategy:

�	Rapid Demobilization Plan: Develop a strategy 
for swift and secure dispersal of delegates post-
summit.
�	Coordinate with airlines for potential charter 

flights if needed.
�	Local Community Engagement: Plan post-summit 

community outreach programs to address local 
concerns and mitigate any negative impacts.

 3. What contingency plans will you have in place if 
the protests escalate?

z	Lockdown Protocol: Implement a full lockdown of the 
summit venue and delegate accommodations.
�	Activate secure communication channels for all 

delegates and staff.
z	Evacuation Plans: Prepare multiple evacuation routes 

from the venue and hotels, including air evacuation 
options.
�	Have vehicles and helicopters on standby for rapid 

extraction of VIPs.
z	Breach of Summit Security: Implement a color-coded 

alert system with predetermined actions for each 
level.
�	Train security personnel in non-lethal crowd 

control techniques.
z	Tackling Cyber Attacks: Maintain offline backups of all 

critical data and systems. Prepare to switch to air-
gapped systems if necessary.
�	Have a cyber security team ready to trace and 

neutralize cyber threats.
�	Prepare pre-approved protocols for shutting 

down compromised systems.
z	Decontamination Facilities: Set up rapid 

decontamination units at key entry points.
�	Deploy staff trained in handling CBRN (Chemical, 

Biological, Radiological, Nuclear) incidents.
z	Medical Support: Set up temporary medical facilities 

capable of handling mass casualties.
�	Ensure availability of critical care equipment and 

specialists.

z	Legal and Diplomatic Contingencies: Have a team of 
international lawyers on standby to address potential 
legal issues arising from emergency actions.
�	Prepare protocols for rapid diplomatic 

engagement to manage international perceptions 
and responses.

z	Post-Crisis Recovery: Develop a comprehensive PR 
strategy to address the summit’s outcomes in light of 
any crises.
�	Prepare frameworks for addressing potential 

damages or injuries resulting from crisis events.
Conclusion:

The successful management of the Global Sustainable 
Development Summit amidst widespread protests requires 
a multi-faceted approach. By coordinating with government 
agencies, implementing robust security measures, engaging 
with protesters, and having contingency plans in place, the 
event coordinator can ensure the safety of delegates, protect 
the summit’s integrity, and contribute to the advancement 
of global sustainable development goals.

37. You are the district collector of a region known for its 
rich biodiversity and tribal communities. A major 
pharmaceutical company has approached the 
government with a proposal to establish a research 
facility in your district. The company claims they have 
discovered a rare plant species in the local forest that 
could potentially lead to a breakthrough in cancer 
treatment. They are offering significant economic 
benefits, including job creation and infrastructure 
development. However, the proposed location for the 
facility would require clearing a portion of the forest that 
is considered sacred by the local tribal community and 
is home to several endangered species.

  The tribal leaders have expressed strong opposition to 
the project, citing their ancestral rights and the cultural 
significance of the land. Environmental activists are also 
protesting, warning about the potential ecological 
damage. On the other hand, many locals see this as an 
opportunity for employment and development in the 
economically backward region. As the district collector, 
you must decide whether to recommend approval for 
the project or reject it. Your decision will have far-
reaching consequences for the local economy, 
environment, and cultural heritage of the tribal 
community.

1. What are the stakeholders involved in this 
situation? 
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2. What ethical dilemmas do you face as the district 
collector in deciding whether to approve or 
reject the pharmaceutical company’s proposal?

3. What approach would you take to resolve this 
conflict, considering the competing interests of 
economic development, environmental 
conservation, and cultural preservation?

Introduction: 
As the district collector of a region renowned for its 

biodiversity and tribal heritage, a critical decision must be 
made regarding a pharmaceutical company’s proposal to 
establish a research facility. 
z	This project offers significant economic benefits, 

including job creation, but requires the clearance of a 
sacred forest, home to endangered species. 

z	The proposal has drawn strong opposition from tribal 
leaders and environmental activists due to concerns 
over ancestral rights and ecological damage, while 
many locals view it as a vital opportunity for economic 
development in the area.

Body: 
 1. What are the stakeholders involved in this situa-

tion? 

Stakeholder Interest/Concern

Pharmaceutical 
Company

Establ ishing a  research fac i l i ty, 
discovering and commercializing a rare 
plant species for cancer treatment, 
economic benefits, and job creation.

Tribal 
Community

Protect ion  of  ancest ra l  r ights , 
preservation of sacred land, cultural 
significance, and resistance to disruption 
of their way of life.

District 
Collector

Balancing the interests of all stakeholders, 
ensuring sustainable development, 
maintaining social harmony, and making 
a recommendation that considers 
economic, environmental, and cultural 
impacts.

Environmental 
Activists

Conservation of biodiversity, protection 
of endangered species, prevention of 
ecological damage, and opposition to 
deforestation.

Local Residents 
(Pro-
Development)

Support  for  the project  due to 
potential employment opportunities, 
infrastructure development, and 
economic upliftment in the economically 
backward region.

Union Ministry 
of Environment

Ensuring environmental regulations are 
followed, assessing the environmental 
impact of the project, and balancing 
economic development with ecological 
conservation.

Union Ministry 
of Tribal Affairs

Protection of tribal rights, ensuring 
compliance with laws protecting 
indigenous communities, and mediating 
between the government and the tribal 
community.

Local 
Government

Facilitating the development of the 
region, managing public sentiment, 
and balancing economic growth 
with environmental and cultural 
considerations.

Media Reporting on the issue, influencing 
public opinion, and holding stakeholders 
accountable.

Legal 
Authorities

Ensuring compliance with laws related to 
environmental protection, tribal rights, 
and land acquisition.

 2. What ethical dilemmas do you face as the district 
collector in deciding whether to approve or reject 
the pharmaceutical company’s proposal?

z	Economic Development vs. Environmental 
Preservation: The proposal offers substantial economic 
benefits, including job creation and infrastructure 
development in an economically backward region. 
�	However, this comes at the cost of clearing part 

of a biodiverse forest, potentially harming 
endangered species and disrupting the local 
ecosystem. 

z	Scientific Progress vs. Indigenous Rights: The 
pharmaceutical company’s research could lead to a 
breakthrough in cancer treatment, potentially saving 
countless lives globally. 
�	However, this progress would come at the 

expense of disregarding the tribal community’s 
ancestral rights and cultural heritage. 

z	Modernization vs. Cultural Preservation: Approving 
the project could accelerate modernization in the 
region, potentially improving living standards and 
access to services for many locals. 
�	However, this could also lead to the erosion of 

traditional tribal culture and way of life. 
z	Procedural Justice vs. Outcome-based Decision 

Making: There’s a tension between following proper 



MAINS ANSWER WRITING CONSOLIDATION AUGUST (2024)   54www.dr ish t i IAS.com

bureaucratic procedures, which may favor impartial 
assessment and stakeholder consultation, and making 
a swift decision based on perceived outcomes.
�	Adhering strictly to procedural norms could delay 

potentially life-saving research, while bypassing 
them for expediency risks undermining democratic 
processes and setting a dangerous precedent.

z	Local Autonomy vs. National Interest: The project 
could be framed as serving a broader national interest 
in medical advancement and economic growth. 
�	However, approving it against local wishes would 

undermine principles of local self-governance 
and autonomy. 

 3. What approach would you take to resolve this 
conflict, considering the competing interests of 
economic development, environmental conserva-
tion, and cultural preservation?

z	Stakeholder Consultation and Engagement
�	Conduct Inclusive Consultations: Initiate a series 

of consultations with all key stakeholders, 
including tribal leaders, environmental activists, 
local communities, the pharmaceutical company, 
and government agencies. 
�	The purpose of these consultations is to 

ensure that all voices are heard, concerns are 
addressed, and a comprehensive 
understanding of the situation is developed.

�	Establish a Multi-Stakeholder Committee: Form 
a committee that includes representatives from 
the tribal community, environmental groups, local 
government, and independent experts. 
�	This committee would oversee the decision-

making process, ensuring transparency and 
fairness.

z	Assessment of Economic, Environmental, and Cultural 
Impact: 
�	Economic Impact Analysis:

�	Employment and Development: Assess the 
potential economic benefits, including job 
creation, infrastructure development, and 
long-term economic growth. 

z	This analysis should include projections of the economic 
upliftment that the research facility could bring to the 
district, particularly for marginalized communities.

�	Revenue Generation: Consider the potential 
revenue for the local government from taxes 
and other economic activities spurred by the 
facility.

�	Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA):
�	Ecological Impact: Commission an 

independent Environmental Impact 
Assessment to evaluate the potential 
ecological damage, including deforestation, 
habitat loss, and the impact on endangered 
species. 

z	This assessment should consider the long-term 
consequences of losing biodiversity versus the potential 
benefits of pharmaceutical research.

�	Sustainability Measures: Explore whether 
the company can adopt sustainable practices, 
such as minimizing forest clearing, relocating 
endangered species, and investing in 
reforestation or conservation efforts to offset 
the environmental impact.

�	Cultural Impact Assessment:
�	Sacred Land and Ancestral Rights: Recognize 

and respect the cultural and spiritual 
significance of the land to the tribal 
community. 

z	An independent cultural impact assessment should be 
conducted to understand the depth of this significance 
and the potential consequences of disrupting it.

�	Legal and Ethical Considerations: Review 
relevant laws and regulations concerning 
tribal rights and environmental conservation. 
Consider international conventions on 
indigenous rights and biodiversity 
conservation that India is a part of.

z	Exploration of Alternative Solutions: 
�	Alternative Locations: Investigate whether the 

pharmaceutical company can establish the facility 
in an alternative location that does not intrude 
on sacred land or ecologically sensitive areas. 
�	The company could also explore partnerships 

with local universities or research institutions 
to carry out the research without 
necessitating forest clearance.

�	Benefit-Sharing Mechanism: If the project 
proceeds, ensure the implementation of a benefit-
sharing mechanism where the local tribal 
community directly benefits from the economic 
gains, including royalties, equity in the project, 
and guaranteed jobs. 
�	This could be formalized through legal 

agreements that protect the community’s 
interests.
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z	Final Decision-Making: 
�	Weighing the Trade-offs: After gathering all the 

necessary information and opinions, weigh the 
economic benefits against the environmental and 
cultural costs. 
�	The decision should prioritize long-term 

sustainability, recognizing that while 
economic development is crucial, it should 
not come at the expense of irreplaceable 
environmental and cultural resources.

�	Consider Conditional Approval: If the project’s 
benefits significantly outweigh the risks, consider 
granting conditional approval, subject to strict 
environmental and cultural safeguards. 
�	Conditions could include limits on forest 

clearance, mandatory environmental 

restoration activities, and continuous 
monitoring by an independent body.

z	Monitoring and Adaptive Management: 
�	Ongoing Monitoring: If the project is approved, 

establish a robust monitoring framework to track 
its environmental, economic, and social impacts. 
�	This framework should involve regular 

reporting and audits by independent 
agencies.

Conclusion: 
By engaging stakeholders, conducting thorough 

impact assessments, exploring alternative solutions, and 
considering conditional approval with strict safeguards, 
a decision can be made that aligns with the principles of 
sustainable development. This approach not only addresses 
the immediate conflict but also sets a precedent for handling 
similar issues in the future.

nnn
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ESSAY

38. There is a nobility in compassion, a beauty in empathy and a grace in forgiveness.

39. When the winds of change blow, some build walls while others build windmills

40. Economic progress cannot come at the cost of democracy and civil liberties. 

41. The mind is its own place, and in itself can make a heaven of hell, a hell of heaven. 

42. When women are safe, nations are strong.

43. Poverty is not just about lack of money; it is about the denial of opportunities and choices.

44. The greatest glory in living lies not in never falling, but in rising every time we fall.

45. Beyond the horizon of doubt lies the dawn of understanding.

46. Justice and mercy dance on the knife-edge of circumstance.

47.  The pursuit of knowledge is a journey to the edge of an expanding circle.
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